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Saint Marie’s Presbytery 
Almond Brook Road 
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St Marie of the Annunciation 
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www.stmariesstandish.co.uk 
St Bernadette Shevington 
www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

jointparishes@gmail.com 
www.twitter.com/stmstb 

Download our parish app at 
www.myparishapp.com 

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 
Until further notice, the parish 
office is accessible via email at 
joint parishes@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate: 
Joanne Wallace 

e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 
Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 
Confessions: There will be no 
confessions until further notice. 
Church opening: Because 
churches need to be staffed while 
open, St Marie’s and St 
Bernadette’s Churches will be 
open only for Mass times. 
Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to 
see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 
Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 
Newsletter Notices: Please e-
mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 
Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 
St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. 

Number 232709. 
 

 
 

SPREAD THE WORD 
We all know the parable of 

the sower. A farmer sows seed 
on his land; it falls into four 
different types of soil and it 
produces anything from no 
crops at all to a field full of 
harvest. Usually we say that 
God is the sower, the seed is 
the word of God and we are the 
various types of soil. 

But why should we bother to read or 
listen to the word of God? How can it 
help? Isn’t it just a collection of old books 
with limited value in the third 
millennium? And surely if we’re looking 
for advice on how to live life today then 
there are plenty of modern books in the 
library or the bookshops? 

We put a premium on the bible not 
because it contains words about God but 
because it contains the words of God. In 
fact, it contains the word, the message of 
God. And scripture is the place that God 
has chosen to reveal himself. Using 
human beings as the writers of the bible’s 
books God inspires them with the Holy 
Spirit. So Christians believe that the bible 
is not simply religious opinion or outlook; 
it is what has been revealed through close 
faith in God and it comes from a people 
living cheek by jowl with God. So 

scripture is not simply 
one source about God 
among many others; it is 
the privileged place from 
which God chooses to 
speak to us. To be 
ignorant of scripture is to 
be ignorant of God. 

And why should we 
bother to sow the word? The call that God 
makes to us through his word is 
compelling. We freely choose to accept it 
but then we are impelled to tell others 
about it because it is the most important 
ingredient in our daily lives. God’s call 
infuses everything we do and cannot be 
kept as a sideline to be looked at like a 
stamp collection or played with like a 
model train set. It is the dynamo of our 
existence, what gives us hope and 
provides us with direction to our lives. 

If Christians don’t read and study the 
word of God then they atrophy, they 
wither. If Christians don’t use every 
means to propagate the seed of the word 
then they fail to comply with the 
conditions of God’s call to go out and 
teach all nations. Today’s parable asks us 
to be both an assiduous farmer and good 
soil. Without these nothing will grow. 
Least of all us.

Mass Intentions this week 

15th Sunday of 
the Year:  

The word that goes from my mouth does not return to me 
empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding 

 in what it was sent to do. (Isaiah 55:11) 
Day Church Time Intention  

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm Margaret Laura Carney (Anniversary) 

Sunday St Marie’s 
St Marie’s 

9.30 am 
11.00 am 

The People of the Parish 
Rita Hodder  

Monday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am David Marsh 

Tuesday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am Norma Hill 

Thursday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am Carole Hudson 

Fr iday St Bernadette’s 10.00 am Bernard Martin 

16th Sunday 
of the Year:  

Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your field?  
If so, where does the darnel come from? (Matthew 13:27) 

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm René Thomas (sick) 

Sunday St Marie’s 
St Marie’s 

9.30 am 
11.00 am 

The People of the Parish 
Thomas Kevill (FM) 

Father John uploads daily Mass to YouTube. Visit https://tinyurl.com/qtygvnx 
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Reopening of Churches 
Public worship has resumed in our 

parish. Weekday Masses will be 
celebrated on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday mornings at St 
Bernadette’s at 10.00 am. Weekend 
Masses will commence this weekend 
at St Marie’s on Saturday at 5.30 pm 
and Sunday at 9.30 am and 11.00 am. 
Stewards will be on duty at each Mass 
to ensure safety and well-being is 
maintained at all times. A sincere and 
big thank you to those who have 
offered to help as stewards, without 
whose help we couldn’t gather for 
Mass. Because churches need to be 
staffed while open, they will be open 
only for Mass times. 

Given that the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass remains suspended, 
please consider Mass on a weekday. 
This will ease the pressure of numbers 
for Sunday celebrations and allow a 
gradual return to Mass for more 
people. Some parishes around us are 
not re-opening at this time, so we may 
need to accommodate parishioners 
from elsewhere.  

The measures we are taking are a 
precondition for church re-opening. 
This next step is not, in any sense, a 
moment when we go ‘back to 
normal’. There will be a limit on the 
number of people who can attend 
Mass, according to church capacity. 
Also, there will be people who cannot 
attend Mass in person for various 
health reasons. Therefore, Father John 
will continue to upload Mass to 
YouTube which will be filmed at the 
public Mass. 

Chief among the differences to a 
more normal celebration is that there 
will be no singing, no sign of peace 
and Holy Communion will be 
distributed at the end after which you 
will immediately leave church. 
Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 
truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as being already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen.  

Synod 2020 
When we set off on our Synod 

journey with the words ‘Together on 
the Road’, we never imagined what 
God had in store for us. The last few 
months have been unexpected and 
they have taught us all that the road 
has many twists and turns on it and, as 
the Synod journey continues, God is 
calling us to listen, often in new and 
exciting ways. 

Archbishop Malcolm has issued a 
video message and a revised Synod 
timetable has been published. Our 
Synod weekend will now take place 
on 18, 19 and 20 June 2021. You can 
watch the message and find full 
details of the changes on the Synod 
2020 website: synod2020.co.uk 

Please continue to pray for our 
Synod 2020 journey. 
Knights Rosary 

The Knights recite the Rosary on a 
Thursday evening at 7.30 pm. To 
receive an email invitation to join, 
please contact Steve Lester, 
steve.lester@zen.co.uk 
At this time, we say farewell 
to: 

Tony Tennant, whose funeral takes 
place this week.  

Until we meet again.... 
Marriage Matters 

Listen to the person behind the 
words 

The stony ground is when we are 
too engrossed in the telly, reading or 
working on the computer to listen to 
our partner.  The thorny ground is 
where we disengage with such but not 
wanting real involvement, suggest a 
cuppa as a diversion.  We are called to 
be fertile ground by real listening – 
hold hands, look in each other’s eyes. 
Resources  

The Pastoral Formation team has 
produced resources based on the 
Sunday readings to support individual 
prayer and family life. Also available 
is advice on topics such as parenting 
and bereavement.  All resources can 
be found at 
www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com 
Extra reflections and Pray Through 
Play are available at: 
www.thegodwhospeaks2020.org.uk 

 
 

From our Pastoral Associate...  
My eldest daughter seems to have 
developed green fingers during 
lockdown; she spurs me on in the 
garden to get things done and has 
been watching with wide-eyed 
wonder as the grass seed I put down 
begins to shoot and her lettuce seeds 
have started to grow into something 
we will able to eat soon. So many of 
us has been able to enjoy more time in 
our gardens or enjoying nature during 
these last few months, so maybe it is 
fitting that this week’s gospel 
mentions sowing seeds! I wonder 
what seeds have been sown in us 
during this time or in people who 
have (re)discovered their faith or felt a 
need for an understanding of the 
‘bigger picture’ in life? Through 
livestreamed Masses and online 
prayer resources provided by Pastoral 
Formation, people have found new 
ways to pray or reflect. You can 
‘Meet The Team’ who have working 
on these resources at 
tinyurl.com/yb9qkztf and are more 
than welcome to get in touch if you 
have anything you feel you want to 
share or explore further. Stay safe and 
hope to see you soon. 

Joanne Wallace, 
Pastoral Associate 

Offerings 
Thank you to all who have 

contributed financially to the parish 
and those who have set up a standing 
order mandate to make offerings to 
the parish. A Standing Order form is 
attached. 

If you didn’t get chance to collect 
your box of offertory envelopes for 
the current year before the Churches 
were closed for public worship, these 
can be collected from Church during 
Mass times only. Please use only 
2020/21 offertory envelopes and only 
use one or as few envelopes as 
possible for any backdated offerings. 
This will assist counters and staff 
recording the offerings. Thank you. 
Confessions 

We are adopting a staged approach 
to the resumption of public worship 
and Confessions will resume once 
we are all confident of the 
procedures for the celebration of 
Mass. Thank you for your patience. 

https://synod2020.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=152c11d0c5860adb1b23ec2ee&id=76fba4cba0&e=4532d3fe3c
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Standing Order  

Mandate  
 

 
L I V E R P O O L   A R C H D I O C E S A N   O F F I C E  

Croxteth Drive | Liverpool | L17 1AA | www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk  
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Name of parish  Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

      

Name and address of your own bank  To  The Manager  

  Address  ……………………………………………………………  

  ……………………………………………………………  

   ……………………………………………………………  

   ……………………………………………………………  

  Please pay to    

  Bank name  HSBC plc  

  Address  99-101 Lord Street  
LIVERPOOL  
L2 6PG  

  

  

Sort code  40-29-12  

Parish bank account number  for the credit of    

     Account name  Liverpol Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie's and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

    Account number              61545922 

  the sum of    

     (in words)                           ……………………………………………………………  

     (in figures)                    £   .……………………………………………………………  

     commencing                      ……………………………………………………………  

Delete as applicable  

  

   and thereafter  monthly/annually  

  until you receive further notice from me/us in writing  

Please insert the title and number of your 
own bank account  and debit my account accordingly  

  Account name                 ……………………………………………………………  

  Account number             ……………………………………………………………  
   
  Signature                                ……………………………………………………………  

  Date                                         …………………………………………………………… 
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