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Clergy: Father Joseph Simionato 
Saint Marie’s Presbytery 

Almond Brook Road 

Standish, Wigan, WN6 0TB 

Telephone: 01257 423291 

Serving the Churches of: 

St Marie of the Annunciation 

Standish 
www.stmariesstandish.co.uk 

St Bernadette Shevington 
www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

jointparishes@gmail.com 

www.twitter.com/stmstb 

Download our parish app at 
www.myparishapp.com 

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 
Until further notice, the parish 
office is accessible via email at 
joint parishes@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate: 
Joanne Wallace 

e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 
Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 

Confessions: Sunday morning in 
St Marie’s from 9.10-9.20. 

Church opening: Because 
churches need to be staffed while 
open, St Marie’s and St 
Bernadette’s Churches will be 
open only for Mass times. 
Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr Joseph if you 
know of sick or housebound 
parishioners who would like Holy 
Communion. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to 
see a priest, please let the 
hospital staff know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-
mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 

Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 

St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. 

Number 232709. 

 

FIXED PENALTY GOD? 
All’s fair in love and war, 

they say. But all’s not fair when 

it comes to Christianity. This is 

because our human concept of 

fairness does not even come 

close to understanding God’s 

creative mixture of justice, 

mercy and grace. 

We human beings seem to have an 

inbuilt sense of justice that is like the old-

fashioned shop scales with two buckets. 

You put the food in one bucket and then 

balance it with some weights in the other 

bucket and this tells you the weight that is 

at stake and the price that must be paid. In 

fact we regularly depict Justice as a 

character holding a pair of scales. 

Whatever goes into one side has to be 

weighed up and balanced with a penalty 

of similar cost. In the early period of the 

Jewish Kingdoms this even led to a 

culprit’s family being punished for his or 

her crime although the relatives 

themselves had done nothing wrong. The 

scales had to balance. 

Throughout history God has failed to 

take any notice of this type of justice. In 

today’s passage from Ezekiel the people 

are complaining that God is unjust 

because he allows wrongdoers to live 

rather than die. Ezekiel points out 

(speaking on behalf of God) that the 

weight of punishment should only be 

exacted against those who 

stubbornly refuse to 

admit their sin and to 

repent. And a similar 

scene greets us when 

Jesus discusses with the 

priests about someone 

who comes to their senses after behaving 

badly. They are not to be condemned. 

This human view of justice and 

fairness is too crude for God to commit to 

it, for it leaves no room for manoeuvre, 

takes no account of the true circumstances 

of the person involved, and completely 

abandons any reference to Christ’s 

redeeming sacrifice for sin and the effects 

of grace. Faced with our faults, God, who 

has every reason to be indignant, chooses 

to be forgiving and calls us to be the same 

with those who offend against us. Yet we 

obstinately cling to our appeals for 

“justice” when in fact we often are only 

interested in revenge. We plead fairness 

when what we really want is graceless 

reprisal. God hates sin and wrongdoing as 

much as do our tabloids and politicians 

yet he always views things from a wider 

perspective of grace and forgiveness. And 

God’s passion for pardon is so strong that 

while we clamour for the scales to 

balance, God clamours for a balanced 

judgement. 

Mass Intentions this week  

26 th Sunday  
of the Year 

You object: “What the Lord does is unjust!” 
(Ezekiel 18:25) 

Day  Church Time Intention  

Saturday  
St Bernadette’s 
St Marie’s 

5.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

Caroline Mason (Anniv) 

Ken & Eileen McGuire (Anniv 

Sunday 
St Bernadette’s 
St Marie’s 

9.30 am   
11.00 am 

People of the Parish 

Olive Green  

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am Mitzi MacDonnell (LD) 

Tuesday  St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Barry & Eileen Boardman (In Memory) 

Thursday  St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Marjory Gavin 

Fr iday  St Marie’s 9.15 am 
Eileen Elizabeth Johnson B’day Remem 
& Anniv) 

27 th Sunday  
of the Year 

What could I have done for my vineyard that 

I have not done? I expected it to yield grapes. 

Why did it yield sour grapes instead? (Isaiah 5:4) 

Saturday  
St Bernadette’s 
St Marie’s 

5.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

L.I.S.C.F 

Clifford Halliwell (Anniv) 

Sunday  
St Bernadette’s 
St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

People of the Parish 

Jane & James Taulty (Anniversaries) 

Daily Mass uploaded to YouTube. Visit https://tinyurl.com/y2thuent 
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QR code  
To help during the pandemic when 

parish mass books are not able to be 

used, scan the QR code on your 

smartphone which will take you 

straight to a website where the texts of 

the readings can be found.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass times 
We are in extraordinary times and 

so we would like to give everyone the 

best chance possible to come to hear 

Mass at our churches.  

From Monday, 28 September, 

Masses on Mondays and Fridays will 

return to St Marie’s at 9.15 am. 

Masses at St Bernadette’s will 

continue to be celebrated on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays at 9.15 am. 

Stewards 
Thank you to the many volunteers 

who have been stewarding at recent 

Masses at both our churches. Now 

that the Mass times and venues are 

changing, as detailed above, a new 

rota is now necessary, and more 

volunteers are needed at both 

churches. The rota so far for St 

Marie’s is on the notice board at the 

back of church. If anyone feels able to 

volunteer for St Marie’s, especially 

for Saturday night Mass, please 

contact Margaret Gaffney on 

mtgaffney@btinternet.com and for St 

Bernadette’s please contact Tony 

Quinn. 

St Marie’s Sanctuary Lamp 
Eileen & Kieron Moore – Rest in 

Peace 

Offertory counters 

Now that weekend Masses are re- 

starting at both churches there is a 

need for counters as before. This takes 

place after the Sunday morning 

Masses. More volunteers are needed 

to help with this, especially at St 

Bernadette’s, but would be very 

welcome at either church, as the more 

helpers there are a rota can mean it 

does not fall onto the same people all 

the time. If able to offer help, please 

contact the office by phone or email, 

or for St Bernadette’s, phone 

Krystyna Pilkington on 01257 

425347. 

From our Pastoral Associate   
 A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone 

who contributed to or joined our 

online Novena for Our Lady of 

Walsingham over the last nine days. It 

has been so lovely to connect the 

parishes in prayer and to share the 

gifts we have (albeit virtually!) The 

nine videos are now saved to the SJR 

Pastoral Area YouTube channel so if 

you missed it, you can continue to 

access them at any time. After 

returning to parish for a few weeks, I 

am currently having to work from 

home again, as my eldest child’s Year 

Group has been told to self-isolate for 

the next 2 weeks! The twists and turns 

of the Covid story! I hope to see you 

again soon. Take care.   

Joanne Wallace, Pastoral Associate  

Holy Places Collection  
Thank you for your donations of 

£208.30 

Development Fund Draw 
This month’s results are as 

follows: £100 – 434, S Pruden: 

£50 – 339 R Ashcroft: £50 – 150 C 

Fahey: £50 – 129 M Sherlock. 

Cheques have been sent by post. 

New members welcome. 

CAFOD Fast Day 
An appeal will be made on 4 

October for CAFOD’s Fast Day 

and envelopes will be handed out 

to be brought back the following 

weekend. (10/11 Oct). 

More Confessions 

Now that Sunday Masses are at both 

churches, confessions can be also 

heard at St Bernadette’s from 9.00to 

9.20 am and at St Marie’s from 10.40 

to 10.50 am. 

Knights Rosary 
The Knights recite the Rosary on a 

Thursday evening at 7.30 pm. To 

receive an email invitation to join, 

please contact Steve Lester, 

steve.lester@zen.co.uk 

Offertory collections 
Thank you to parishioners who have 

set up standing orders for their weekly 

offerings and to those who have made 

offerings to the Church. If you have 

signed up to gift aid your offerings, 

that will continue. If you wish to 

make your offerings by standing 

order, a Standing Order mandate is 

attached (e copy only). Hard copies 

are available as you enter Church   

For parishioners who are continuing 

to use the offertory envelopes and 

haven’t yet collected them, they are 

available as you leave Mass. 

Marriage Matters 
The call to forgive 

How can I love my spouse and 

bring life? We are called to set aside 

resentment, to listen gently to our 

beloved, seeking understanding.  In 

today’s gospel the servant who is 

forgiven refuses to forgive the man 

who owes him. God forgives us 

everything, but are we willing to let 

go of the hurts we have experienced 

via our spouse? 

Mass intentions 
Mass intentions can be handed to 

stewards as you leave Mass or delivered 

to the parish office, through the front 

door, Monday to Friday. Thank you.  

Rota for Readers & Eucharistic 
Ministers setting up for Mass 

   There is a new rota for St Marie’s 

from 26 September. on the notice 

board at the back of church.  

Living Faith 
The quarterly Living Faith books 

are available as you leave Mass. 
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Standing Order 

Mandate 
Name of parish Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

Name and address of your own bank To The Manager 

 Address ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

 Please pay to 

  Bank Name HSBC plc 

  Address 99-101 Lord Street 
   LIVERPOOL 
   L2 6PG 

  Sort code 40-29-12 

Parish bank account number for the credit of 

  Account name Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie’s and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

  Account Number 61545 922 

 the sum of 

  (in words) ____________________________________ 

  (in figures) £ __________________________________ 

  commencing ____________________________________ 

Delete as applicable  and thereafter monthly/annually 

 until you receive further notice from me/us in writing 

Please insert the tile and number of your 
own bank account and debit my account accordingly 

  Account name ____________________________________ 

  Account number ____________________________________ 

 Signature ____________________________________ 

 Date ____________________________________ 

 

L I V E R P O O L A R C H D I O C E S A N O F F I C E 

Croxteth Drive | Liverpool | L17 1AA | www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk 
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