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Parish Newsletter for  
The 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 23rd January 2022 – Sunday of the Word of God. 

 

ABOUT TO START 
In some of our cities we have a church on almost every street corner. But in the whole of Israel there was only one 
Temple and that was in Jerusalem. The priests went there to offer sacrifices for people’s sins and needs. But in 
every place where at least ten men could meet, no matter how small a village it might be, there was a synagogue. 
Every Sabbath there was a simple liturgical service that took place there and was led by the local community 
members. It was a plain affair with readings from the Jewish scriptures followed by a commentary on them in the 
form of a homily or sermon. It was to one of these places that Jesus went when he returned to his hometown of 
Nazareth. He read a text from Isaiah about being anointed to bring freedom to those who were oppressed in 
different ways. Then he made the incredible claim that this text was being fulfilled here and now as his audience 
listened.Even though Jesus had gathered a reputation already as something of a preacher, this proved too much for 
his listeners and next Sunday we’ll see what happened. But for today, what was Jesus really claiming? 
In a nutshell he was claiming that a new age was beginning. In the Old Testament people had been waiting for 
“eschatological” times, times that would usher in a new age when God’s kingdom would hold sway. There would be 
signs that this new age was about to begin: prisoners would be set free, the lame would walk, the deaf hear and the 
blind see again. Every fifty years the Jews held an amnesty year in which the slate was wiped clean, debts were 
settled and property returned to rightful owners. Jesus tells his audience that here and now one of these amnesties 
is about to start; it will be the Lord’s year of favour. Over the next few weeks, and throughout the gospel of Luke, we 
will see that Jesus has inaugurated this new age of favour between God and his people. And we’ll discover that it 
was to last more than a year. Today as the gospel is proclaimed in our churches God still offers this favour. If you 
want to, you can make it happen for you even as you listen to God’s word. Or you can wait and see how the people 
responded next week in Luke’s gospel. 

 
Clergy: Fr Joseph Simionato sdp, St Marie’s Presbytery, Almond Brook Road, Standish, Wigan WN6 0TB. Tel: 01257 

423291  

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: Open Monday to Friday from 9.00 am to 12 noon or email the parish office, 
olasb@rcaol.org.uk . Please put this in your email address book.  The jointparishes@gmail.com email 
address sti l l  exists and is forwarded to the new email address.  
Baptisms: By appointment. (Normally available on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month). 
Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint Marie’s: 10.40 – 10.50 am on Sunday mornings or by 
request. 
Funerals and Marriages: By arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: Please enquire about the current situation. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to see a priest please let the hospital staff know.  
Mass Requests: Place in an envelope and hand in to the Sacristy or to the Parish Office. They can also be booked by 
telephone or email. Please indicate your preferred church, if any. Please also specify the reason for the intention, i.e. recently 
deceased, anniversary etc. For a particular day, please request early. 
Newsletter Notices: Please e-mail to olasb@rcaol.org.uk or hand in to the Parish Office by Thursday morning. 
Repository: At the back of Church. 
Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. Number 232709. 
 
Mass intentions  

Day Church Time             Intention  

Saturday St Bernadette’s 5.00 pm People of the Parish 

Saturday St Marie’s 6.00 pm Derek Soane 

Sunday  St Bernadette’s 9.30 am Margaret Glancy 

Sunday  St Marie’s 11.00 am John Lloyd (LD) 

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am Colin Blake (Anniv) 

Tuesday St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Brian Smith (Anniv) 

Thursday  St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Special Intention 

Friday  St Marie’s   9.15 am Therese Fairhurst (B’day Rememb) 

Saturday  St Bernadette’s  5.00 pm Jean Lawton (Anniv) 

Saturday  St Marie’s 6.00 pm  Vincent Holden (Anniv) 

Sunday St Bernadette’s 9.30 am People of the Parish 

Sunday St Marie’s 11.00 am Ian Halton (Anniv) 
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Thank you for your offerings.  
£1622.95. Thanks to all those 
parishioners who are managing to           
make their offerings even when not 
able to attend Church. Payments 
can be made direct to St Marie and 
St Bernadette (001) HSBC 
account. Sort Code 40-29-12. 
Account number 61545922. 
 
This Sunday is Sunday of the 
Word of God. Established by 
Pope Francis in 2019 on the 3rd 
Sunday of Ordinary Time after 
Christmas. The goal was to create 
a day to remind Catholics of the 
importance of knowing Scripture. 

This week the Sanctuary Lamp at 
St Marie’s burns for John and 
Kathleen McConville (In 
remembrance). 
 
CAFOD Many Thanks for your 
generous donations which have 
been sent to CAFOD specifically 
for the Afghan Crisis Appeal. The 
amount given from both churches 
has been £725.31 of which 
£425.00 was Gift Aided, ensuring 
an extra 25% of £106.25 goes 
towards the total of £831.56. 
 
(CAFOD is combining efforts with 
the Disasters Emergency 
Committee for the Afghanistan 
Crisis Appeal.  In Afghanistan, 8 
million people are on the brink of 
famine because of drought, 
collapsing economy, food 
shortages, conflict, and COVID. 
CAFOD is supporting sister 
Caritas agencies to reach 
communities most in need with 
food, clean water, and fuel. Let’s 
do all that we can to save lives. 
You can also donate on the 
CAFOD website: 
cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal 
and please pray for the people of 
Afghanistan. There are CAFOD 
envelopes at the back of church 
which you can still use to 
support this appeal.) 
 
Next weekend there will be 
collections at all weekend 
Masses for LEPRA an 
organisation dedicated to 
eradicating leprosy and studying 
the disease.  
 
This weekend we welcome   
Thomas John Stafford and Eddie 
Frank Herbert who will be 
Baptised after the 11.00 am Mass 
at St Marie’s. 

Development Fund 2022 – there 
are now 25 % less parishioners in 
the draw. This means that there is 
less prize money, but more 
importantly less funds for the 
Parish. Thanks to all of you who 
have remained loyal subscribers. 
Any new members from the start of 
2022 will be most welcome. Just 
put your subscription in an 
envelope and include details of 
your name and address. Chewues 
payable to St Marie’s. 

Knights of St Columba recite the 
Rosary on Thursday evenings at 
7.30 pm. To receive an email 
invitation to join, contact Steve 
Lester, steve.lester@zen.co.uk.  
The Knights meet on the 2nd 
Monday evening of every month at 
8.00 pm in St Marie’s Parish Hall. 
 

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA will 
this year be selling tickets for 
the GRAND NATIONAL DRAW 
2022. Please take an envelope 
when you leave church after Mass 
and if you wish to participate 
follow the instructions inside. The 
proceeds help to fund our work 
with the community and youth and 
the special relief fund cover, 
international distress and grants to 
underdeveloped countries and 
benevolence generally. Thank you 
for your support. 

The Pope prays in January  
for True Human Fraternity 
We pray for all those suffering from 
religious discrimination and 
persecution; may their own 
rights and dignity be recognised, 
which originate from being 
brothers and sisters in the human 
family.. 
 
Unfortunately Father Joseph has 
been delayed in Italy due to Covid. 
Thankfully he is well, with just a 
“scratchy” throat, and is isolating 
for as long as is necessary. He is 
hoping to be back as soon as 
possible. Many thanks to those 
preists who have willingly stepped 
in to cover our Masses and other 
services. We pray that Father is 
soon safely back with us. Spare a 
prayer for him and all of our 
parishioners who have been 
affected by Covid in whatever way.  
 
 
 
 
 

RECRUITMENT  
An opportunity is available for a 
highly skilled and experienced 
administrator to work in the parish 
office at St Marie’s Presbytery, 
Standish. This is a part time, 
permanent post working Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
each week, 9.00am – 12.00pm. To 
apply, 
visit:   http://www.liverpoolcatholic.
org.uk/Parish-Administrator-St-
Maries-Presbytery-
Standish    Alternatively,  ring 
0151 522 1102 for an application 
pack. The closing date for this 
application is the 24th January 
2022. 

 
 
At the back of church... 

• Free January edition of the 
Catholic Pictorial. Access the 
online edition at 
https://bit.ly/30qfl3r 

• CTS booklets, Cards and Gifts. 

• Leaflets and information cards 
about the Pastoral Plan. 

• Living faith Booklets January 
to March 

 
Animate – Lourdes 2022. Be part 
of something special. Be part of 
the Liverpool Youth Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes. Ages 18 or above Friday 
22 July 2022 to Friday 29 July 
2022 Cost £600 Deposit £50   
Applications available from  
animateyouth.org.uk until 25 
January 2022. 
 
Application for admission to St 
John Rigby  College. The 
deadline for application is 31 
January 2022. 
 
Sleep Out with Nugent on 
Saturday 5th February 2022 
Nugent are organising a ‘Sleep 
Out with Nugent’ event in 
collaboration with the Salvation 
Army to help fight homelessness 
on 5th February 2022 at the 
Strawberry Fields. For more 

details, please visit: Sleep Out with 
Nugent (wearenugent.org) 

 

 
  
 

https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Afghanistan-Crisis-Appeal
mailto:steve.lester@zen.co.uk
http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/Parish-Administrator-St-Maries-Presbytery-Standish
http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/Parish-Administrator-St-Maries-Presbytery-Standish
http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/Parish-Administrator-St-Maries-Presbytery-Standish
http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/Parish-Administrator-St-Maries-Presbytery-Standish
https://bit.ly/30qfl3r
https://wearenugent.org/fundraising/sleep-out-with-nugent/
https://wearenugent.org/fundraising/sleep-out-with-nugent/

