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THE BILL BOGGS SYNDROME 

About fifty years ago there was a priest in Britain who did a series of unheard of things that shocked and confused 
many people while convincing others that he was mad. Let’s call him Fr Bill Bloggs. Fr Bloggs was a local lad and so 
was well known by his peers and those with whom he worked. His interest in the liturgy meant that he had studied 
developments in Europe which convinced him of the need for Catholics to be able to worship in their own language, 
and he had for a long time been a proponent of “vernacular liturgy” as it was called. His fellow clergy thought him a 
bit odd but harmless. When Fr Bloggs was appointed to a new parish he began to implement changes that could be 
used in the future. He built an altar that was able to be used with the priest’s back to the people but also with him 
facing them. He had a source of constantly running water that led to a baptistery with a pool that you could step inside. 
A little chapel at the side of the sanctuary had no altar but did have a plinth where the tabernacle could later be 
housed. Instead of a pulpit on high, he had a lectern fashioned from where the scriptures could be proclaimed. All of 
this only served to convince everyone that Fr Bloggs was at least a little eccentric, if not mildly deranged. A few years 
later the Church throughout the world was faced with liturgical changes that were a result of the Second Vatican 
Council. No one was really prepared for the extent of change that was being proposed and voted in by the bishops in 
Rome. Suddenly there was a need for prayers in English, for new creations, for training courses for clergy and others 
connected with the liturgy, for re-ordering of sanctuaries, for a complete updating in the way the liturgy and the 
sacraments were now to be celebrated. Where were we to turn in order to be updated and educated in a new vision 
of worship? When there was still time to do so, his fellow practitioners failed to seek Fr Bloggs’ help because, like 
Jesus in today’s gospel, he was just Joseph’s son. He was nothing special. 
Who’s the son or daughter of Joseph and Mary that we’re ignoring today because, like Bill Bloggs, we know where 
they come from and they’re nothing special? 
 

Clergy: Fr Joseph Simionato sdp, St Marie’s Presbytery, Almond Brook Road, Standish, Wigan WN6 0TB. Tel: 01257 

423291  

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: Open Monday to Friday from 9.00 am to 12 noon or email the parish office, 
olasb@rcaol.org.uk . Please put this in your email address book.  The jointparishes@gmail.com email 
address sti l l  exists and is forwarded to the new email address.  
Baptisms: By appointment. (Normally available on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month). 
Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint Marie’s: 10.40 – 10.50 am on Sunday mornings or by 
request. 
Funerals and Marriages: By arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: Please enquire about the current situation. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to see a priest please let the hospital staff know.  
Mass Requests: Place in an envelope and hand in to the Sacristy or to the Parish Office. They can also be booked by 
telephone or email. Please indicate your preferred church, if any. Please also specify the reason for the intention, i.e. recently 
deceased, anniversary etc. For a particular day, please request early. 
Newsletter Notices: Please e-mail to olasb@rcaol.org.uk or hand in to the Parish Office by Thursday morning. 
Repository: At the back of Church. 
Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. Number 232709.  
Mass intentions  

Day Church Time             Intention  

Saturday St Bernadette’s 5.00 pm Jean Lawton (Anniv) 

Saturday St Marie’s 6.00 pm Vincent Holden (Anniv) 

Sunday  St Bernadette’s 9.30 am People of the Parish 

Sunday  St Marie’s 11.00 am Ian Halton (Anniv) 

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am For a Sick Person 

Tuesday St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Teresa Magori (LD) 

Thursday  St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Irene Tennant 

Friday  St Marie’s   9.15 am William Moore (1st Anniv) 

Saturday  St Bernadette’s  5.00 pm Margaret Stonehouse (FM) 

Saturday  St Marie’s 6.00 pm  John & Kathleen McConville (Anniv) 

Sunday St Bernadette’s 9.30 am People of the Parish 

Sunday St Marie’s 11.00 am Margaret Gill (1st Anniv) 
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Thank you for your offerings.  
£944.99. Thanks to all those 
parishioners who are managing to           
make their offerings even when not 
able to attend Church. Payments 
can be made direct to St Marie and 
St Bernadette (001) HSBC 
account. Sort Code 40-29-12. 
Account number 61545922. 
 
This week the Sanctuary Lamp at 
St Marie’s burns for William Moore 
– 1st Anniversary. Rest in Peace 
Dad. 
 
This weekend there will be 
collections at all weekend 
Masses for LEPRA an 
organisation dedicated to 
eradicating leprosy and studying 
the disease. World Leprosy Day 
is celebrated on the last Sunday of 
January – 30 January 2022 – and 
is an opportunity to lift up the 
voices of people affected by 
leprosy throughout the world. The 
theme is ‘United for Dignity’ 
honouring the lived experiences of 
those who have experienced 
leprosy as well as advocating for 
their right to a dignified life free 
from disease-related stigma. 
 
Covid Guidance In the light of the 
change in Government 
Regulations the Archdiocese 
have advised us as follows: Face 
coverings are strongly 
recommended for all those who 
come into church for all services: 
There should be the opportunity 
offered to sanitise hands before 
and after entry to church: There 
should be a return to the normal 
mode of celebrating Mass and 
other lturgies. (Holy Communion 
will remain under one kind only 
(the Sacred Host): Good 
ventilation should continue 
(balancing the need for church 
heating at this time): Holy water 
can be restored: the sign of peace 
can be restored. The use of books 
and other worship aids (e.g. hymn 
books) can be restored: Ministers 
of the Eucharist should sanitise 
before and after administering the 
Scarament: Visits to the 
housebound and sick can be 
restored (if they have not yet been) 
just bearing in mind the need to 
ensure that infection is not spread. 
These guideluines will be reviewed 
again prior to Holy Week.. 
www.cbcew.org.uk/covod-
guidance-collective-worship/ 
 
 

Welcome back Father Joseph 
to our churches. We hope you 
are feeling well and glad to be 
back. 
 
The Pope prays in January  
for True Human Fraternity 
We pray for all those suffering from 
religious discrimination and 
persecution; may their own 
rights and dignity be recognised, 
which originate from being 
brothers and sisters in the human 
family.. and in February the 
intention is centred around women 
who are victims of violence. The 
pope invites us to pray in this way: 
Let us pray for women who are 
victims of violence, that they may 
be protected by society and have 
their sufferings considered and 
heeded by all. 
 
(CAFOD is combining efforts with 
the Disasters Emergency 
Committee for the Afghanistan 
Crisis Appeal.  In Afghanistan, 8 
million people are on the brink of 
famine because of drought, 
collapsing economy, food 
shortages, conflict, and COVID. 
CAFOD is supporting sister 
Caritas agencies to reach 
communities most in need with 
food, clean water, and fuel. Let’s 
do all that we can to save lives. 
You can also donate on the 
CAFOD website: 
cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal 
and please pray for the people of 
Afghanistan. There are CAFOD 
envelopes at the back of church  
which you can still use to 
support this appeal.) 
 
 
Knights of St Columba recite the 
Rosary on Thursday evenings at 
7.30 pm. To receive an email 
invitation to join, contact Steve 
Lester, steve.lester@zen.co.uk.  
The Knights meet on the 2nd 
Monday evening of every month at 
8.00 pm in St Marie’s Parish Hall. 
KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA will 
this year be selling tickets for 
the GRAND NATIONAL DRAW 
2022. Please take an envelope 
when you leave church after Mass 
and if you wish to participate 
follow the instructions inside. The 
proceeds help to fund our work 
with the community and youth and 
the special relief fund cover, 
international distress and grants to 
underdeveloped countries and 
benevolence generally. You return 
the envelope with money inside 

and name , address and telephone 
number on the outside. We will 
have one of the collection baskets 
for you to drop it in. We will then 
take the envelopes away, fill in the 
counterfoils, extract the money of 
course. We will then return the 
envelope with your tickets inside to 
collect from said basket over the 
following weeks. If you are lucky 
enough to have your ticket drawn it 
will be allocated against a horse 
running in the Grand National. 
Thank you for your support.  

Development Fund Prizes this 
month. Winners of the January 
2022 Draw £100.00 205  J 
Wilcock £50.00 35 J Gledhill  
£ 25.00 300  J Feeney £ 25.00 409 
B Moore. 
 
At the back of church... 

• Free January edition of the 
Catholic Pictorial. Access the 
online edition at 
https://bit.ly/30qfl3r 

• CTS booklets, Cards and Gifts. 

• Leaflets and information cards 
about the Pastoral Plan. 

 
Application for admission to St 
John Rigby  College. The 
deadline for application is 31 
January 2022. 
 
Sleep Out with Nugent on 
Saturday 5th February 2022 
Nugent are organising a ‘Sleep 
Out with Nugent’ event in 
collaboration with the Salvation 
Army to help fight homelessness 
on 5th February 2022 at the 
Strawberry Fields. For more 

details, please visit: Sleep Out with 
Nugent (wearenugent.org) 

LGBTQ+ Catholics The next 
meeting will be held on Sunday 
20th February 2022 beginning at 
2.00pm with Mass followed by a 
social gathering at St Richard's, 
Mayfield Street, Atherton M46 
0AQ. If you are attending please 
let Fr Maloney know for catering 
purposes. 0151 287 8787 
frsmaloney@aol.com 
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