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and Saint Bernadette 
 
Clergy: Father John Hindley 
Saint Marie’s Presbytery 
Almond Brook Road 
Standish, Wigan, WN6 0TB 
Telephone: 01257 423291 
Serving the Churches of: 
St Marie of the Annunciation 
Standish 

www.stmariesstandish.co.uk 
St Bernadette Shevington 
www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

jointparishes@gmail.com 
www.twitter.com/stmstb 

Download our parish app at 
www.myparishapp.com 

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 
Until further notice, the parish 
office is accessible via email at 
joint parishes@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate: 
Joanne Wallace 

e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 
Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 
Confessions: There will be no 
confessions until further notice. 
Church opening: Saint Marie’s 
Church will be closed for private 
prayer until further notice. 
Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to 
see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 
Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 
Newsletter Notices: Please e-
mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 
Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 
St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 
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EUCHARIST: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
PAST: 2,000 years ago on a Thursday 

evening Jesus ate what was probably a 
Passover meal with his disciples in the 
Upper Room. This meal was a memorial 
of how God had freed the Jewish people 
by liberating them from slavery and 
providing them with a promised land. 
During his meal Jesus told the disciples 
that from now on they were to eat this 
meal not in 
remembrance of 
Moses and the 
Exodus but in 
memory of him. For 
the bread that they 
would eat was his 
body that the next day would be nailed to 
the cross, and the wine that they would 
drink was his blood that on the same 
Friday would be shed on Calvary. 

PRESENT: Today we Christians have 
a living memorial of that saving action of 
Christ. It is the eucharist. Over the 
centuries Christians have never ceased to 
follow that command of Jesus at the Last 
Supper. They have gathered together, 
listened to God’s word in the scriptures 
and then, when they have taken, blessed 
and broken the bread, they have shared 
communion by eating and drinking what 
Christ tells us is his body and blood. In 
this sacrament of the eucharist Jesus is 
really present to those who receive him. 
His flesh is real food and his blood is real 

drink because both of them nourish, they 
sustain us and keep us spiritually healthy. 
As we eat and drink from the one bread 
and cup the eucharist becomes a sign of 
the unity that we share and at the same 
time it also makes us one in Christ. 

FUTURE: The eucharist is food for our 
journey, medicine for our health and 
strength for our future. Not simply about 

the past and present 
it directs us towards 
two futures. The first 
future means that the 
eucharist is a sign of 
our commitment to 
building up the 

kingdom of God here on earth. So 
receiving the eucharist is not just an act of 
devotion; it commits us to action. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit we 
pledge ourselves to playing our full part 
in the Church’s work of bringing about a 
world in which justice, peace and holiness 
reign. And the second future is in the 
afterlife. The eucharist is a pledge of the 
heavenly banquet that God has promised 
to those who listen to the voice of his 
Son. What we experience in the food of 
the eucharist is a foretaste of an eternal 
feast with God. 

The feast of the Body and Blood of 
Christ allows us to thank God for this 
wonderful gift. 

Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ 

The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the 
blood of Christ, and the bread that we break is a communion 

with the body of Christ. (I Corinthians 10:16) 

Father John will celebrate Masses this coming week for: 
Sunday: The People of the Parish;     Monday: Maxine Thomas (LD);  
Tuesday: Special intention (VH);     Wednesday: Margaret Stonehouse (FM); 
Thursday: L.I.S.C.F.;     Friday: William Darwin (FM); 
Saturday: Harold Sickels.   
Fr John uploads daily Mass to YouTube. Visit https://tinyurl.com/qtygvnx 

Watch live Mass in your home at www.heavensroadfm.com  Heaven's Road Catholic 
Online Radio broadcasting over 250 live Holy Masses each week from 20 churches in 
England and Ireland. 

To keep in touch with what is happening in our parish:  
Download our parish app at www.myparishapp.com 

Visit www.stmariesstandish.co.uk  or  www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/stmstb 
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http://www.myparishapp.com/
mailto:j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk
mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/qtygvnx
http://www.heavensroadfm.com/
https://heavensroadfm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d38121f6f94c20187a6dda8f3&id=6145594783&e=ff49e478a7
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Church Re-opening 
The Archbishop has asked for a 

cautious approach to church 
reopening at this stage, and has given 
permission for two churches per 
pastoral area to reopen for private 
prayer.  

In our pastoral area they are St 
Mary’s, Skelmersdale (Wednesday 
and Saturday, 10.00 am-12 noon) and 
St Bernadette’s, Shevington (Sunday 
to Friday, 9.30am – 11.00am). 
Stewards will supervise the church 
when open to ensure safety and well-
being is maintained at all times. 
Thank you to those who have offered 
to help as stewards.  

The Bishops have advised that 
confessions should not be offered at 
this stage and recommend people to 
follow Pope Francis’s advice for 
people to make an act of contrition 
and a purposeful decision to receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation when 
it becomes available. 

It is hoped that the remaining 
churches will gradually reopen as we 
move towards the 4 July date, which 
the Government has currently given 
as the date for public worship to 
resume. This will not however mean 
that things are back to normal as 
social distancing will still need to be 
observed. 
Offerings 

Thank you to parishioners who have 
set up standing orders for their weekly 
parish offerings and to those who 
have made retrospective offerings to 
the Church. If you have signed up to 
gift aid your offerings, that will 
continue. If you would like to give by 
Standing Order a form is attached to 
this newsletter. For parishioners who 
use offertory envelopes, they are 
available at St Bernadette’s during the 
opening hours above. 
Marriage Matters 

           Feed your love  
Without food we die! Our wedding 

promise was to nourish each other so 
that we bring life to our marriage.  We 
feed each other in all the little 
countless ways, but particularly in our 
tender lovemaking, our talking and 
listening, support and encouragement, 
particularly in times of doubt and 
uncertainty.  In these ways our 
marriage will grow and shine. 

Resources 
Prayer resources can be found at 

www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com 
or through 
www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk by 
clicking on ‘Prayer and Other 
Resources’. They include reflections 
and readings for the Solemnity of the 
Holy Body and Blood of Christ; 
information on a series of webinars 
‘our Christian response to the 
COVID-19 crisis’; world prayers for 
racial justice; family catechesis 
resources; a link to the Bishops’ 
Conference’s Day for Life (21 June) 
and the latest Nugent Caritas 
newsletter ‘Let’s stay in touch’.  

With an awareness that many of our 
families would have been celebrating 
the first communion of their child at 
around this time the family catechesis 
resource includes sessions for use at 
home; a guide to ideas and activities 
that families can do at home and a 
suggested text of a letter to your first 
communion families that you may 
like to use or adapt. The Archbishop 
will be recording a video specifically 
for our first communion families that 
will be available for this weekend. 
Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 
truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as being already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
Living Faith 

The quarterly Living Faith books 
for both adults and children have 
arrived and are available at St 
Bernadette’s. If you are not able to get 
to St Bernadette’s and would like a 
copy, please let us know and we will 
get one to you. 
Knights of St Columba 

The Knights of St Columba recite 
the Holy Rosary on a Thursday 
evening starting at 7.30 pm. 
Parishioners with the Zoom app are 
invited and very welcome to join. To 
receive an email invitation to join, 
please contact Steve Lester, 
steve.lester@zen.co.uk 

This week.. 
The scaffolding that was on the 

church hall has finally been taken 
down. It was there for works on the 
hall roof. In addition, works have 
been completed on the presbytery roof 
and while the cherry picker was on 
site Fr John took the opportunity to 
get an aerial view of the church and 
the surrounding area, photos on 
Facebook and Twitter. 
Catholic Pictorial 

Visit https://bit.ly/3hgt6Iv to access 
the June issue of the Catholic Pictorial 
which fondly remembers Bishop 
Vincent Malone, who died on the 18th 
May, with the main feature dedicated 
to his life and work for the Church 
and the Archdiocese. Hard copies of 
the Pic are available at St Bernadette’s 
during the opening hours. 
Justice and Peace  

The Justice and Peace Annual 
Assembly is being held online this 
year due to the Coronavirus. There 
will be a series of short events instead 
of a full day. Visit 
forms.gle/LxXvj7CSfNddqR1SA 
From our Pastoral Associate..  

Usually, by this time of year 
children would have made their First 
Holy Communion, but sessions came 
to a halt with lockdown. With no 
sessions or Mass, we must be patient 
and support our children in creative 
ways at home. This Sunday celebrates 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, 
so Archbishop Malcolm has chosen 
this weekend to speak to our WYA 
families who patiently wait for 
direction on when the children can 
finally receive the Sacrament. I 
encourage you to access the 
Archdiocese family resources on 
https://tinyurl.com/yd9l7r5e which 
also offer support and advice on 
parenting during lockdown and how 
to answer your children’s questions 
during this time. Pray Through Play 
continues to be available at 
https://tinyurl.com/ybjj2gch. 

Joanne Wallace, Pastoral Associate 
Radio 4 Mass 

Mass for Corpus Christi celebrated 
by Cardinal Vincent Nichols will be 
broadcast live on Radio 4 from 
Westminster Cathedral on Sunday, 14 
June at 8.10 am. 
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Standing Order  

Mandate  
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Name of parish  Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

      

Name and address of your own bank  To  The Manager  

  Address  ……………………………………………………………  

  ……………………………………………………………  

   ……………………………………………………………  

   ……………………………………………………………  

  Please pay to    

  Bank name  HSBC plc  

  Address  99-101 Lord Street  
LIVERPOOL  
L2 6PG  

  

  

Sort code  40-29-12  

Parish bank account number  for the credit of    

     Account name  Liverpol Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie's and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

    Account number              61545922 

  the sum of    

     (in words)                           ……………………………………………………………  

     (in figures)                    £   .……………………………………………………………  

     commencing                      ……………………………………………………………  

Delete as applicable  

  

   and thereafter  monthly/annually  

  until you receive further notice from me/us in writing  

Please insert the title and number of your 
own bank account  and debit my account accordingly  

  Account name                 ……………………………………………………………  

  Account number             ……………………………………………………………  
   
  Signature                                ……………………………………………………………  

  Date                                         …………………………………………………………… 
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