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Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 

Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 

Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: 

Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint 
Marie’s: Thursday 6.30 - 6.50 pm. 
or by request. 

Church opening: Please 

remember that Saint Marie’s 
Church is open for private prayer 
during weekdays between 9.00 
am and 12 noon. 

Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to 

see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-

mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 

Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 

St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. 

Number 232709. 

THREE WISE WOMEN? 
If the wise men had been 

women, things might have 

been different. They would 

have stopped to ask directions 

outside Jerusalem and so 

avoided Herod; they would have 

arrived on time and helped deliver the 

baby; instead of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh they would have brought a 

casserole, some nappies and a box of 

baby wipes; and there would have 

been peace on earth! 

Although the Christmas season 

finds it last echo officially on 

February 2nd with the feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord, in reality it is 

today that marks Twelfth Night, or the 

closure of the Christmas period. And 

it’s significant that the cosy little birth 

scene in the stable is suddenly 

broadened and opened out to the 

whole world as representatives from 

the ends of the globe turn up to 

acknowledge this baby as something 

very special. 

Epiphany is about searching. The 

wise men travelled from afar, guided 

by a star. They knew that someone 

important was about to be born, but 

they didn’t know who or where. And 

their quest was to keep moving 

forward in search 

of what was to be 

fully revealed to 

them. 

Matthew 

deliberately shrouds the wise men in 

mystery. We are the ones who have 

invented the fact that there were three 

of them, that they were kings, that 

they had crowns, that their names 

were Gaspar, Balthazar and Melchior. 

The bible has none of this. Surely, 

what Matthew wanted us to realise is 

not some simple historical event but 

the fact that the wise men represent 

each one of us. They are a symbol of 

the whole of humanity that is called to 

search. Every human being is called to 

“see” Christ. For everything was made 

by him and must find its completion in 

him. And our life is a journey in 

search of what makes us tick, what 

will give ultimate meaning to our 

existence. 

The meaning of our existence 

radiates from the little baby in the 

stable. We are made in God’s image 

and are called to worship God with 

whatever gifts we have to bring. 

Epiphany invites us to continue the 

journey and the search, for if we find 

Christ then we find ourselves! 
Mass Intentions this week  

The Epiphany of 
the Lord 

Lift up your eyes and look round: all are assembling and coming 
towards you, your sons from far away and your daughters being 

tenderly carried. (Isaiah 60:4) 

Day  Church Time Intention  

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm Jack Keane (Anniversary) 

Sunday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

People of the Parish 

Mary Cecilia & Albert George Whalley 

Monday  St Marie’s 9.15 am Rita Bentham (LD) 

Tuesday  St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Mary Hutchings (Anniversary) 

Thursday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

9.15 am 

7.00 pm 

Angela Price (sick) 

Eileen Fairhurst (LD) 

Fr iday  St Marie’s 9.15 am Roy Johnson (Anniversary) 

The Baptism of 
the Lord 

Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom my 
soul delights. I have endowed him with my spirit that he may bring 

true justice to the nations. (Isaiah 42:1) 

Saturday  St Marie’s 5.30 pm June Danson (Anniversary) 

Sunday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

People of the Parish 

John Higham (LD) 

mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
http://www.myparishapp.com/
mailto:j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk
mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com


 

Newslet te r  k ind ly sponsored by Standish Pr in t  Company,  2 1 Preston Road,  Standish Tel :  01257 427144  

This weekend: 
CAFOD collection at all Masses. 

Sunday after 11.00 am Mass: Tea 

and coffee in St Marie’s Hall. 

Next weekend: 
Sunday after 11.00 am Mass: Tea 

and coffee in St Marie’s Hall. 

Thank you for your offerings 
£3,603.59. 

St Marie’s Sanctuary Lamp 
Deceased Members of the Three 

Churches’ Choir. 

Bonus Ball  
No.9 - Rollover - £63. 

At the back of church... 
 APF Mill Hill Mission books; 

 Revised rotas for St Marie’s 

readers and Eucharistic Ministers;  

 ‘Living Faith’ booklets for adults, 

and children, January – March; 

 2020 diaries; Christmas cards and 

gifts are now half price 

 Minutes of Joint Parishes 

Working Group held on 18 

November 2019. 

Development Fund  
Subscriptions for 2020 are now due 

and will be collected each weekend in 

January. Cheques welcome. It would 

be helpful if subs were paid for the 

full year. New Members to support 

the fund are very welcome please. 

Marriage Matters 
Give every fibre of our being 

The gift we can give to Jesus and to 

one another is ourselves. No matter 

how long we have been married, let us 

still enjoy unwrapping the gift of self. 

Just as, through the grace of God, the 

‘wise men’ went another way, not the 

world’s way, so can we, by giving our 

whole selves, every fibre of our being. 

Confirmations 
Year 8 pupils in non-Catholic 

schools who want to be confirmed 

next year are invited to a preparation 

day at Lowe House in St Helens on 

Saturday, 29 February, 10.00 am-1.00 

pm, at which they will cover the 

material they will have missed in 

classroom based sessions. Please sign 

up for the day through Eventbrite 

(search for ‘Animate Youth 

Ministries’). Year 8 pupils in Catholic 

schools will be given the chance to 

register through a Diocesan website. 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 
This weekend, the Catholic Church 

celebrates the Solemnity of the 

Epiphany. The Epiphany or 

manifestation, which traditionally 

falls on 6 January, is a Christian feast 

day that celebrates the revelation of 

God the Son as a human being in 

Jesus Christ. Western Christians 

commemorate principally (but not 

solely) the visit of the Magi to the 

Baby Jesus, and thus Jesus's physical 

manifestation to the Gentiles. 

Something to pray about 
We can join Pope Francis in his 

prayer intention for January: 

Promotion of World Peace 
We pray that Christians, followers of 

other religions, and all people of 

goodwill may promote peace and 

justice in the world. 

Zoe’s Place 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, 

the retiring collection for Zoe’s Place, 

Liverpool, did not take place last 

weekend at St Bernadette’s. The 

retiring collection will take place at St 

Bernadette’s this weekend. 

Crib Appeal 2019 
Please help Nugent Care to continue 

the work of its founder, Father James 

Nugent, by giving your support to the 

2019 crib collection. All proceeds will 

be used to help those in need across 

the Archdiocese. 

Christian Unity  
A Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity takes place from 18 - 25 

January. There will be a Christian 

Unity Service at Standish Methodist 

Church on Sunday, 19 January at 6.30 

pm and an Ecumenical Service at St 

Marie’s on Monday, 20 January at 12 

noon. For more information about the 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 

visit www.ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayer 

Pantomime 
There are 23 seats left for ‘Jack and 

the Beanstalk’ at Wigan Little Theatre 

on Thursday, 16 January. The cost 

(inc. coach) is £15 (concessions) £18 

(full price). Pick up at St Marie's 

Church at 6.30 pm and at St 

Bernadette's Church at 6.40 pm. If 

you would like to attend, please add 

your name to the list at the back of 

church and pay as soon as possible. 

Cheques payable to St Marie's please. 

Pastoral Statistics 
Each year, the parish is required by 

the Archdiocese to send in statistics 

about our parish life. These include 

the number of baptisms, weddings, 

funerals, First Holy Communions etc. 

during the year. This year for the first 

time, the parish is being asked to 

record the number of sick and 

housebound Communions. Please 

would all Eucharistic minsters provide 

the parish office with the numbers of 

sick and housebound parishioners 

they visit in the parish. Thank you. 

Three Churches Choir 
The Three Churches Choir recently 

made a donation of £600 to the St 

Helens Christmas Care Leavers 

Appeal, which is an annual charity 

established in memory of Carole 

Hudson. The Choir’s nominated 

charity for 2020 is Sense, an 

organisation which supports people 

who are deafblind and those who have 

complex disabilities. 

SPUC  
A local branch of SPUC has 

recently been set up in Wigan. The 

local branch is keen to get the pro-life 

message out to the people of Wigan. 

A Chairman has been appointed but 

there are other positions to fill. The 

next meeting of the branch will be 

held in the presbytery at St. Mary’s, 

Wigan on Thursday 23 January at 

7.00 p.m. All welcome. 

Synod 2020 
The next Synod talk takes place on 

at LACE, Croxteth Drive, L17 1AA 

Monday, 13 January at 7.30 pm when 

Dr Dominika Kurek-Chomycz and 

Prof John Sullivan will speak on 

‘Faith in the Family’. Tea and coffee 

from 7.00 pm. All welcome. Visit 

www.synod2020.co.uk/lectures 

Catholic Pictorial  
Free copies of the January edition of 

the Catholic Pictorial are available at 

the back of Church. Please take one to 

keep up to date with the news from 

around our Archdiocese.  

Thank you 
Thank you for a donation to the 

parish of £50.  

Dates for your diary 
Thursday, 16 January: Joint 

Parishes Working Group at St 

Marie’s at 7.30 pm. 
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