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Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 
Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 

Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: 
Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint 
Marie’s: Thursday 6.30 - 6.50 pm. 
or by request. 

Church opening: Please 
remember that Saint Marie’s 
Church is open for private prayer 
during weekdays between 9.00 
am and 12 noon. 

Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to 
see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-
mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 

Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 

St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 
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JOURNEY

Journey is a popular 

word. It once just meant 

going on a trip or a 

voyage. But now it’s used 

to sell everything. Even an 

afternoon at a theme park 

is marketed as “a journey of excitement 

and thrills” and a visit to your local 

cinema will entitle you to “a journey of 

discovery” as you settle into the latest 

special effects film. 

Today we start our “journey” of Holy 

Week that will take us through suffering 

and death to the glory that is 

resurrection. An opening prayer for 

today reminds us that “We joyfully 

acclaim Jesus our Messiah and 

King…may we reach one day the 

happiness of the new and everlasting 

Jerusalem by faithfully following 

him…” 

The journey we make this week in the 

liturgy with Christ will only make sense 

if we are making the same journey in 

our daily lives. There’s always a trap 

with liturgy. We can be enticed into 

thinking that we’re celebrating only a 

past event, the death and resurrection 

that took place 2,000 years ago. But in 

fact we are renewing the events of 

2,000 years ago, making them present 

in our own circumstances today. We are 

inviting Jesus to work the effects of his 

Passion, death and 

resurrection in our hearts 

and minds in the 21st 

century. 

No matter what we pray 

during this week, no matter 

what we sing and say, it will be empty 

worship if we are not trying in our own 

lives to die to sin and rise to a new way 

of life that Jesus offers. Our liturgy will 

be a thermometer of faith. It will be a 

mirror of our lives in Christ. And we 

can’t simply live double lives, 

acclaiming the Messiah inside church 

but jeering with the crowd when we get 

outside again. Our liturgy has to reflect 

the sincerity of our Christian lives 

because liturgy and life are inextricably 

linked. You can’t have one without the 

other. 

So as Holy Week starts, we pledge 

ourselves once more to respond to the 

promptings of God’s grace, to die to sin, 

to seek to alleviate suffering, to offer 

hope and new life to those who languish 

in the shadows. And as we make our 

ritual entrance into Jerusalem today, 

let’s not lose sight of the fact that our 

lives are really a journey to a new, 

different and everlasting Jerusalem that 

requires a constant refocusing of our 

sights. It would be a pity to miss the 

point. That would be a wasted journey. 

 

Palm Sunday of 

the Passion of the 
Lord 

And when he entered Jerusalem the whole city was in turmoil. 
“Who is this?” people asked, and the crowds answered, “This 

is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” (Matthew 21:10-11) 

Father John will celebrate Masses this coming week for: 

Margaret Laura Carney (Birthday Remembrance); Tommy Lowton (Birthday 

Remembrance); Margaret Stonehouse (Anniversary) and the People of the Parish.  

www.heavensroadfm.com   Watch live Masses in your home via a video-link 

at Heaven's Road Catholic Online Radio broadcasting over 250 live Holy Masses 

each week from 20 churches in England and Ireland. If you are at home or on-the-

move you can watch on your computer, tablet or smart phone.  

Visit also https//tinyurl.com/vyltmyl and https://tinyurl.com/tz4dwo6  

To keep in touch with what is happening in our parish:  

Download our parish app at www.myparishapp.com 

Visit www.stmariesstandish.co.uk  or  www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

www.twitter.com/stmstb 

mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
http://www.myparishapp.com/
mailto:j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk
mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
https://heavensroadfm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d38121f6f94c20187a6dda8f3&id=aa0bd4d8e2&e=ff49e478a7
https://heavensroadfm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d38121f6f94c20187a6dda8f3&id=6145594783&e=ff49e478a7
http://www.myparishapp.com/
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Planned Giving 
Parishioners are reminded about 

the arrangements for the counting 

and recording of offerings once 'lock 

down' ends. Because the period 

straddles two tax years: 

1. Parishioners are asked to 

discard all envelopes relating to the 

tax year 2019/20, i.e. upto and 

including this Sunday and use only 

those for 2020/21 when Masses 

resume. Many envelopes for 

2020/21 remain uncollected. They 

will be available for collection when 

the ban on Church opening is lifted. 

2. Parishioners are asked to use 

only one or as few envelopes as 

possible for any backdated 

offerings. This will assist counters 

and staff recording the offerings. 

3. Should envelopes for the 

2019/20 tax year be handed in, 

counters are asked to separate those 

from 2020/21 tax year envelopes 

and record them separately. 

4. Should any envelopes be 

delivered to the presbytery during 

the 'lock down' period, envelopes for 

the two years should be kept 

separate and recorded separately, as 

some parishioners will have 

different box numbers in 2020/21 

than they had in 2019/20. 

5. Much of society is moving 

towards cashless arrangements. If 

parishioners can set up a Standing 

Order for offerings, that would not 

only help with the counting and 

administration of the collections, but 

would also ensure that the parish 

continues to receive an income 

during this unprecedented period. 

HSBC bank details for the parish 

account are as follows: name of 

parish account is 'St Marie & St 

Bernadette's, account no.61545922, 

sort code, 40-29-12. Please inform 

the parish office by email, if you do 

this. 

Catholic Pictorial 
Visit https://bit.ly/2Uz4oIx to 

access the online April edition of 

the Catholic Pictorial. 

Useful Links 
www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/mass-

live-stream.html 

Prayer 
God Our Father, each person is 

precious to You. You are the Giver 

of life. Have mercy on us and 

protect us at this time, as the 

coronavirus threatens health and 

life.  

You are an ever-present Helper in 

time of trouble. Watch over those 

who are suffering, give strength to 

those who are aiding the sick and 

give courage to all in this time of 

anxiety. 

We ask this of you in the name of 

your Son, Jesus Christ.   

Amen 

Spiritual Communion 
As we are unable to receive Our 

Blessed Lord sacramentally, the 

following act of spiritual communion 

may be recited: 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 

truly present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You 

into my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as being already there 

and unite myself wholly to you. Never 

permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

Holy Week services 
For the coming week, having 

discussed it with other clergy, Father 

John won't be putting the Good Friday 

service or Easter Vigil on YouTube 

because it's not practical. Father John 

will say Evening Mass of the Lord's 

Supper on Thursday evening and 

Mass on Easter Day and he will 

upload these to YouTube. The link to 

last week's Sunday Mass is 

https://youtu.be/FhzqX7QJLbk. 

Parishioners can subscribe to this. 

Please let other parishioners know 

about the YouTube Masses which 

anyone can view if they have internet 

access.  

Knights of St Columba (KSC) 
The KSC has donated £100 to the St 

Vincent de Paul Society in 

Skelmersdale for their work in 

providing food to the local needy. 

Food parcels would be welcome. A 

donation of £150 has also been made 

to Médecins Sans Frontières for 

continuing work in the Yemen. 

A word from our Pastoral 
Associate…                     

 When most pastoral work relies on 

face to face interaction, I have had to 

completely re-think how I do things 

during lockdown.  Although scary at 

first, it also throws up challenges and 

opportunities for growth that would 

not have existed otherwise.  We are 

literally forced to think in ways that 

are radical for the parish and the 

Church.  As you already know, I have 

a keen interest in how we support 

faith in the home.  With Masses 

suspended, no children’s liturgy or 

sacramental preparation, we are 

launching ‘Pray Through Play’ via 

parish Facebook, Twitter and 

YouTube with quick, creative 

activities that can be done in the 

home.  Hopefully parents will feel 

encouraged to discuss faith through 

fun and of course, we would love to 

see photos of what is being made at 

home so we can share them with the 

wider parish! The first introduction 

video is available now! Palm Sunday 

video will be available this Saturday.   

At this time, we say farewell 
to: 

Greta Rogers  

Until we meet again.... 

Magnificat 
To help us sanctify our day and to 

keep walking in the liturgical 

rhythm during this difficult time, an 

online version of the booklet 

‘Magnificat’ is temporarily available 

free of charge. Visit 

www.magnificat.com/free. 

It is hoped that everyone will take 

this opportunity to pray with 

Magnificat in union with the Church 

each Sunday and weekday. Please 

pray for a speedy and safe end to 

this time of difficulty in our world. 

Marriage Matters 
Challenged when we witness how 

others love 

St Paul recognises the amazing 

humility of Jesus who accepts death 

on the cross out of love for God and 

us. We wonder and are challenged by 

the joy of a friend who daily visits his 

wife who has dementia; in his great 

love he feeds her, puts her to bed each 

evening, prays with her. Could we 

love like this?  

https://bit.ly/2Uz4oIx
https://youtu.be/FhzqX7QJLbk
http://www.magnificat.com/free

