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Saint Marie’s Presbytery 
Almond Brook Road 
Standish, Wigan, WN6 0TB 
Telephone: 01257 423291 
Serving the Churches of: 
St Marie of the Annunciation 
Standish 

www.stmariesstandish.co.uk 
St Bernadette Shevington 
www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

jointparishes@gmail.com 
www.twitter.com/stmstb 

Download our parish app at 
www.myparishapp.com 

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 
Until further notice, the parish 
office is accessible via email at 
joint parishes@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate: 
Joanne Wallace 

e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 
Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 
Confessions: There will be no 
confessions until further notice. 
Church opening: Saint Marie’s 
Church will be closed for private 
prayer until further notice. 
Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to 
see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 
Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 
Newsletter Notices: Please e-
mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 
Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 
St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 
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SPIRIT E-FIT 
An E-fit (Electronic Facial 

Identification Technique) is used to 
identify someone’s features, usually 
when the police are investigating a 
crime. It is the most up-to-date 
computerised method of describing a 
person. 

If today, Pentecost or Whit Sunday, 
we were to try and provide an E-fit of 
the Holy Spirit, what evidence could we 
offer? 

At Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan the 
Holy Spirit was seen in the form of a 
dove. We tend to think of peace when 
we think of doves. But anyone who tires 
to get close to a dove will know that 
they immediately fly away. They can’t 
be tied down and they can only be 
studied by people who are approach 
them calmly and slowly. The Holy 
Spirit cannot be “pigeon-holed” and 
only with prayer and reflection can we 
begin to understand his (or her?) 
machinations. 

Of course, we are introduced to the 
Holy Spirit on the first page of the bible 
in the form of the breath of God 
hovering over the waters of the earth. 
The Spirit breathes life, inspires and 
vivifies. It is the Spirit that motivates us 
and enthuses our actions. 

And in the story of the very first 
Pentecost we see two more 
characteristics of the Holy Spirit: wind 
and fire. The Spirit appears like a 
powerful wind from heaven and also as 
something that looks like tongues of 
fire. We sometimes speak about a “wind 
of change” that sweeps through a 
society or a continent. The Holy Spirit 
blows wherever he wills, bringing a 
blast of fresh air and then disappearing 
as quickly as he arrived. No one can 
catch the wind. And the tongues of fire 
burn to bring heat, light and warmth. 
Fire casts out darkness, provides 
comfort and enlightens. 

We know a lot about the Spirit and 
yet we know almost nothing. Our E-fit 
would show a dove, breath, wind and 
fire. A strange mixture for a photo! 
Each time we get close to thinking that 
we have got a handle on the Holy Spirit 
we realise that the Spirit cannot be 
categorised. For the Spirit is the wind 
that blows through our cobwebs and 
changes our hearts. The Spirit is the 
flame of fervour that burns within us 
and makes us ardent witnesses to Christ. 
The Spirit is the very life-breath of God 
within us that inspires all we say and 
do. And today we recall the gift of the 
Spirit to the Church and the world. 

Pentecost 
Sunday 

No one can say, “Jesus is Lord” unless he is under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. (I Corinthians 12:3) 

Father John will celebrate Masses this coming week for: 
Sunday: The People of the Parish; Monday: June Danson (Birthday Remembrance);  

Tuesday: Broughton Catholic Charitable Society; 
Wednesday: Sarah Gaskell (LD); Thursday: Anne Phillips (Birthday Remembrance); 
Friday: Father Kevin Snape (Ordination Anniversary); 
Saturday: Bernard Martin (Birthday Remembrance).   

Fr John uploads daily Mass to YouTube. Visit https://tinyurl.com/qtygvnx 
Watch live Mass at www.heavensroadfm.com  Heaven's Road Catholic Online Radio 

broadcasting over 250 live Holy Masses each week from 20 churches in England and Ireland. 

To keep in touch with what is happening in our parish:  

Download our parish app at www.myparishapp.com 

Visit www.stmariesstandish.co.uk  or  www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

www.twitter.com/stmstb  

mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
http://www.myparishapp.com/
mailto:j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk
mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/qtygvnx
http://www.heavensroadfm.com/
https://heavensroadfm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d38121f6f94c20187a6dda8f3&id=6145594783&e=ff49e478a7
http://www.myparishapp.com/
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Charitable initiatives 
With an awareness of the impact of 

the pandemic on some of the most 
vulnerable in society, the Archbishop 
and the Trustees have decided to use 
diocesan funds ringfenced for 
charitable initiatives to support a 
number of local charitable projects, 
including Feeding Liverpool, 
www.feedingliverpool.org and SWAP 
(Support Wigan Arrivals Project) 
www.swapwigan.org, Grants of 
£5,000 have been made to each to 
help their much needed work to 
continue. 

 To assist parishes, which have been 
seeking to explore practical ways in 
which they may support those in need, 
the Catholic Bishops of England and 
Wales have shared advice prepared by 
Caritas Social Action Network and 
the St Vincent de Paul Society on how 
the Church can reach out to those in 
need in our communities and is 
contained in a Toolkit. Visit 
www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com 
or www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk by 
clicking on ‘Prayer and Other 
Resources’. Although lockdown may 
be easing in some ways, many in our 
parishes will continue to need our 
support. Hopefully this document will 
encourage, support and enable this 
important work. 
Church Opening 

Any date when our churches can 
reopen will be decided by the 
Government, but in anticipation of 
this announcement, Fr John attended a 
Zoom Deans’ meeting last week with 
Archbishop McMahon.  

The priests of the pastoral area are 
to assess which churches are suitable 
for opening for private prayer, while 
using the necessary social distancing 
measures. Factors such as separate 
entrances and exits and the provision 
of sanitising equipment are some of 
the things that need to be taken into 
account. It's anticipated that any 
churches that do reopen will probably 
open for a couple of hours at a time 
and, at this stage, for private prayer 
only. Churches will need to be staffed 
whilst open, and so we will need 
volunteers and these need to be people 
who are not required to shield. If you 
are willing to help please contact Fr 
John and a rota can be drawn up. 

Pentecost Sunday 
This Sunday, the Catholic Church 

celebrates the Feast of Pentecost. The 
Christian holiday of Pentecost, which 
is celebrated fifty days after Easter 
Sunday, commemorates the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and 
other followers of Jesus Christ while 
they were in Jerusalem celebrating the 
Feast of Weeks, as described in the 
Acts of the Apostles. 
Online giving website  

An Archdiocesan online giving 
website is now ready to be used and 
can receive both one-off and regular 
monthly donations. 

Each parish has its own unique link 
on the website and a photograph of 
the church is shown to provide 
additional reassurance to donors that 
they are donating to their parish. All 
donations will go to the parish 
selected by the donor. The link to the 
page for the parish is 
https://tinyurl.com/ycq2b3ax  
Text giving 

Text giving is available for one-off 
and regular donations.  

 Four text giving campaigns have 
been created for each parish. If any 
parishioner is interested in knowing 
more about text giving, please contact 
the parish office by email, 
jointparishesmail.com 
Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are 
truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as being already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
Have you lost a bracelet? 

A Pandora bracelet has been found 
on St Marie’s Church car park. Please 
contact the parish office by email, if 
you or anyone you know has lost one, 
so that it can be returned to its rightful 
owner. 
Development Fund  
May results: £100 – 306, T 
Gallagher: £50 –39, J A Walker: £50 
– 438, M Reid: £50 – 174 C Sweeney. 

Cheques will be sent by post. 

Bishop Vincent Malone 
The funeral arrangements for the 

late Bishop Vincent Malone are as 
follows: 

On Monday, 1 June, Archbishop 
Malcolm will celebrate Mass for 
Bishop Vincent at the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Christ the King, 
Liverpool at 4.00 pm. This Mass will 
be live-streamed to allow those who 
wish to participate in the celebration. 
For access to the live-streaming, visit 
www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/ 

The funeral service for Bishop 
Vincent will take place at Allerton 
cemetery, Liverpool on Tuesday, 2 
June at 11.30 am, where his body will 
be buried in a family grave. The 
service, which will be recorded, will 
be conducted by Bishop Tom. 
Marriage Matters 

           The Spirit works in all sorts 
of different ways 

Years ago, on a Marriage Encounter 
weekend, we had a real experience of 
the Spirit working “in all sorts of 
different ways in different people”, 
not in Church documents, but in real 
life. We were like the disciples at 
Pentecost, “filled with joy when they 
saw the Lord”, and we heard our own 
native language, deep inside each of 
us.  
Standing orders 

Attached to the newsletter is a 
Standing Order form. Please inform 
the parish office by email, if you do 
this. Thank you to all those who have 
already agreed, it is much appreciated. 
From our Pastoral Associate 

Although lockdown measures may 
be starting to relax a little, we are still 
unable to gather as a parish 
community. We had originally 
planned to hold a May Procession at 
St. Teresa’s this weekend, but clearly 
a physical gathering is out of the 
question this year. However, with the 
help of parishioners at St. Teresa’s, a 
‘virtual’ May Procession is available 
online at tinyurl.com/yclwt7ha, so that 
we can still gather to pray the Rosary 
together, albeit from our homes.  This 
may be one way to ‘respond in new 
ways’ to the challenges of our times, 
just as our Synod prayer asks.  Please 
do log on and join in at home and let 
us all ask Our Lady for her comfort 
and reassurance in our time of need. 

http://www.feedingliverpool.org/
http://www.swapwigan.org/
http://www.liverpoolcatholicresources.com/
http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/
http://www.liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk/
http://tinyurl.com/yclwt7ha


Standing Order  

Mandate  
 

 
L I V E R P O O L   A R C H D I O C E S A N   O F F I C E  
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Name of parish  Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

      

Name and address of your own bank  To  The Manager  

  Address  ……………………………………………………………  

  ……………………………………………………………  

   ……………………………………………………………  

   ……………………………………………………………  

  Please pay to    

  Bank name  HSBC plc  

  Address  99-101 Lord Street  
LIVERPOOL  
L2 6PG  

  

  

Sort code  40-29-12  

Parish bank account number  for the credit of    

     Account name  Liverpol Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie's and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

    Account number              61545922 

  the sum of    

     (in words)                           ……………………………………………………………  

     (in figures)                    £   .……………………………………………………………  

     commencing                      ……………………………………………………………  

Delete as applicable  

  

   and thereafter  monthly/annually  

  until you receive further notice from me/us in writing  

Please insert the title and number of your 
own bank account  and debit my account accordingly  

  Account name                 ……………………………………………………………  

  Account number             ……………………………………………………………  
   
  Signature                                ……………………………………………………………  

  Date                                         …………………………………………………………… 
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