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Standish, Wigan, WN6 0TB 
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www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 
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Download our parish app at 
www.myparishapp.com 

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 
Until further notice, the parish 
office is accessible via email at 
joint parishes@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate: 
Joanne Wallace 

e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: Enquire about the 
possibility.) 

From 3 December. Masses will 
resume but churches only open 
for Mass.  
Funerals: By arrangement. 

Marriages: Enquire with Father 
Joseph. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please enquire about the current 
situation. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to 
see a priest, please let the 
hospital staff know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to Stewards 
on leaving church or delivered to 
the Parish Office through the front 
door. They can also be booked by 
telephone or email. Please indicate 
your preferred church, if any. 
Please also specify the reason for 
the intention, i.e. recently deceased, 
anniversary etc. For a particular 
day, please request early. 

Newsletter Notices: E-mail to 
jointparishes@gmail.com or hand in 
to the Parish Office by Thursday 
morning please. 

Repository: Closed at present. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. 

Number 232709. 

 

RAISED VOICES 
It’s so hard to hear 

yourself think in 

December. The TV 

screams at us through 

adverts that are 

desperate to get us to 

buy their products. 

Cosy Christmas fireside scenes, talking 

reindeers, food and drink, comfortable 

sofas, the must-have gifts: this is 

dangled before us as the epitome of 

what Christmas is all about. And when 

we think that we’ll have a nice quiet 

read, the papers are packed with full-

page adverts reminding us of what 

we’ve already seen for sale on TV! 

There are other voices trying to get 

through to us in the lead-up to 

Christmas. One of them is Isaiah’s. 

Today he tells us that our time of being 

enslaved is over. We have been set free 

and have been offered the greatest 

Christmas present of all: sharing the life 

of God’s Son. 

But Isaiah’s voice clashes with the 

other sounds of Christmas because he 

tells us that if we want to go beyond the 

tinsel and baubles then we have to do 

some personal spadework. If we really 

want to experience the true meaning of 

Christmas, then we have to make sure 

we’re not just drifting along 

with the Christmas crowd but 

instead are keeping ourselves 

focussed on the reason for our 

feast. And this means fine-

tuning the way we live, 

resetting our spiritual 

compasses and going out to meet our 

God who is coming. 

Advent is not a mini-Lent but it is a 

time to remember that repentance, 

turning back to God, is a Christian 

constant. “Here is your God” says 

Isaiah. And our God still comes to us 

today and everyday. Advent challenges 

us to find God’s face in the ordinary 

events of our daily existence. And if 

there are aspects of our lives that 

prevent us from seeing this face, then 

Advent asks us to make changes. 

When God comes it is not to point a 

finger but to lend a hand. The God we 

ask into our Advent lives is not the 

vengeful judge but the loving saviour. 

God always comes to set us free not to 

condemn us. But, of course, if we are 

genuinely to welcome Jesus into our 

lives this Advent and Christmas, then 

we have to know what we need to be set 

free from. Otherwise we might as well 

join just join the shopping queue. 

Mass Intentions this week  

Second Sunday of 
Advent 

Tell Jerusalem…   that her time of service is ended,  

that her sin is atoned for. (Isaiah 40: 1-4) 

Day  Church Time Intention  

Saturday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

5.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

Jane Gavin 

People of the Parish 

Sunday 
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s  

5.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

Mauraun Mourani (LD) 

Hilda & Bill Garner 

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am Harry Clarke (B’day Rememb) 

Tuesday  St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Clem D‘Souza LD) 

Thursday  St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Margaret Hodge 

Fr iday  St Marie’s 9.15 am Dorothy Aspin (LD) 

Third Sunday of 
Advent 

There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is 

coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap. 
(John 1:26-27) 

Saturday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

5.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

Terminally ill nephew 

Bill McCracken (Anniv) 

Sunday  
St Bernadette’s 

St Marie’s 

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

People of the Parish 

Thomas Chatterley (Anniv) 
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QR code  
To help during the pandemic when 

parish mass books are not able to be 

used, scan the QR code on your 

smartphone which will take you 

straight to a website where the texts of 

the readings can be found.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Churches are now open 
for Masses 

Saturday  

St Bernadette's 5.00 pm   

St Marie's 6.00 pm 

Sunday  

St Bernadette's 9.30 am  

St Marie's 11.00 am  

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am 

Tuesday St Bernadette’s 9.15 am 

Thursday St Bernadette's 9.15 am 

Friday St Marie's 9.15 am 

Stewards Thank you to the many 

volunteers who have been stewarding 

at both our churches. We still need 

more volunteers at St Marie’s, contact 

Margaret Gaffney. 

Thank you for your offerings 
£614.50– this is by Standing 

Orders. No collections counted for 29 

November weekend. 

Knights Rosary The Knights 

recite the Rosary on a Thursday 

evening at 7.30 pm. To receive an 

email invitation to join, please contact 

Steve Lester, steve.lester@zen.co.uk 

Marriage Matters Let us be a 
sign for all 
A voice cries “Prepare in the 

wilderness a way for the Lord”. 

Sometimes life can seem to be a 

wilderness as we look ahead. If we try 

to live today to the best of our 

abilities, removing those attitudes and 

behaviours that prevent us from being 

better husbands and wives, then we 

can become a clearer ‘signpost’ for 

everyone. 

 

 

 

From our Pastoral Associate 
Last Wednesday, a group of 

parishioners from St.Marie’s, St. 

Bernadette’s and St.Teresa’s joined 

together online to begin our ‘Advent 

Journey’, spending some time 

reflecting on the first theme of 

HOPE.  It provided an opportunity to 

take a step back from the busy-ness of 

life, to connect across parishes and 

share our personal reflections during 

this time. One parishioner commented 

that meeting online still creates the 

feeling of community and indeed, it 

could really be felt as we ended our 

closing prayer. If you missed the first 

session, you can still come along to 

the other weeks. Next Wednesday at 

6.30pm, the theme will be PEACE. 

We can still connect spiritually even if 

we have to be physically 

distanced!  Please see the newsletter 

notice for more information but it 

would be lovely to see you there. 

 An Advent Journey: Sharing 

virtually – connecting spiritually. 

Between 6.30-7.15pm each 

Wednesday during Advent, you are 

invited to a time of reflection and 

discussion which will take place via 

Zoom. Each week will focus on the 

different themes of hope, peace, joy 

and love. After a short time with some 

scripture, we are invited to share our 

experiences of each of these in our 

lives. If you wish to come along, 

email Jo Wallace (Pastoral 

Associate) j.wallace@rcaol.org.uk an

d you will be sent a link to the 

meeting. If you missed the first 

session, you are still welcome to come 

along to the other weeks. Our next 

meeting will be on Wednesday 9 

December at 6.30pm. 

Share your Home Nativity 
Lots of decorations are starting to go 

up! When you put up your home crib 

scene, why not take a pic and send it 

in to us? We can then share how we 

celebrate faith in our homes! email 

pics to Jo Wallace or send as a 

message on Facebook. 

J Wallace 

At this time, we say farewell 
to:  

Marjorie Mary Chivers 

Until we meet again….. 

Grave Pots I will be making grave 

pots again this year at £4 each.  Please 

telephone Bernie on 01257 422225 to 

order. You may collect them from 117 

Wigan Road, or I will deliver them to 

you. 100% of the money received will 

be given for the education and welfare 

of the children in the missions run by 

the Sons of Divine Providence. Bernie 

Griffin. 

Christmas card campaign 

This year, despite COVID restrictions, 

you can still take part in the campaign 

& send a card/postcard to imprisoned/ 

disappeared/ families of - human 

rights defenders. This will give them 

some comfort, knowing that they are 

not forgotten. Please help – take a 

case sheet & send a card/postcard. 

Contact C Manifold 01257 426168 

Archdiocese 2021 Directories 

are now available on leaving church. 

Price £3.30. To avoid congestion, 

please put payment in an envelope 

and bring the following week. Please  

put in the collection basket or through 

the letterbox at St Marie’s. 

Christmas Cards are now 

available on entering St Marie’s 

church priced 50 pence and 70 pence. 

They are sealed and sanitised. Place 

payment in the boxes provided. Please 

carefully distance and avoid 

congestion. 

Christmas posters and card 
stickers are now available on 

leaving church. 

Christmas Masses times: 
Note the changes from normal 

Christmas Eve (Thursday) 

  5.00 pm    St Bernadette’s 

  6.30 pm    St Marie’s 

Christmas Day (Friday) 

  9.30 am    St Bernadette’s 

11.00 am    St Marie’s 

There will be limited spaces this 

year in both churches. If you wish 

to book spaces, please put your 

details and requirements on the lists 

at the back of church. (There is a 

list for Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day Mass at both 

Churches). Don’t delay, to save 

disappointment. We will allocate 

seats and notify you as soon as 

possible.  
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Standing Order 

Mandate 
Name of parish Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

Name and address of your own bank To The Manager 

 Address ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

 Please pay to 

  Bank Name HSBC plc 

  Address 99-101 Lord Street 
   LIVERPOOL 
   L2 6PG 

  Sort code 40-29-12 

Parish bank account number for the credit of 

  Account name Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie’s and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

  Account Number 61545 922 

 the sum of 

  (in words) ____________________________________ 

  (in figures) £ __________________________________ 

  commencing ____________________________________ 

Delete as applicable  and thereafter monthly/annually 

 until you receive further notice from me/us in writing 

Please insert the tile and number of your 
own bank account and debit my account accordingly 

  Account name ____________________________________ 

  Account number ____________________________________ 

 Signature ____________________________________ 

 Date ____________________________________ 
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