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                                                 SAP RISING

Jesus has just told his disciples that he is to undergo suffering and death and that he will be taken 
from them. He encourages them not to get downcast and says that he will remain with them. Then he 
says, “Come, let us go”. It’s time to carry on. 

If we were one of the disciples our natural inclination would be to panic. What are we going to do 
without him? How will disciples be able to challenge the political and religious authorities with the 

message of Christ if he is nowhere to be found? How will we be able to bring his message to the world? So Jesus 
teaches them about the vine and the branches. 

We cannot be effective Christians if we rely only on our human effort. Our strengths may be outstanding but they’re 
not even close to the mark when it comes to communicating to the world who God is and what God wants for us. 
That’s why part of Jesus’ reassurance to them was about sending a helper, the Holy Spirit. It is only in the power of 
the Holy Spirit that our lives can witness to God’s power and presence. Anything else is mere altruism, pure natural 
philanthropy. 

It is our union with Christ that allows us to share in his continued mission on earth. Just as a branch cannot bear 
fruit if it is not attached to the trunk of the tree, so to we have to be united in Christ through the Holy Spirit. This is the 
way that Christ remains with us here on earth even though he has ascended to heaven. And, of course, we have to 
remember that we are not intended to be the vine, just the branches. It’s the vine that gives us the sap to produce 
fruit on our branches. God is very close to us, closer than we could ever imagine. Our work will  bear fruit if we realise 
our dependence on God and allow God to work through us. This naturally involves knowing God, talking to God and 
listening to what God has in mind for us. All of this takes place if we let the Holy Spirit into our lives. When did you 
last have a word with him?                           

 
Clergy: Fr Joseph Simionato sdp, St Marie’s Presbytery, Almond Brook Road, Standish, Wigan WN6 0TB. Tel: 

01257 423291  

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: Open Monday to Friday from 9.00 am to 12 noon or email the parish office, 
olasb@rcaol.org.uk .  Please put this in your email address book.  The jointparishes@gmail.com 
email address stil l exists and is forwarded to the new email address.  
Pastoral Associate: Joanne Wallace e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 
Baptisms: Check with Father Joseph whether possible. 
Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint Marie’s: 10.40 – 10.50 am on Sunday mornings 
or by request. 
Funerals and Marriages: By arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: Please enquire about the current situation. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to see a priest please let the hospital staff know.  
Mass Requests: Place in an envelope and hand in to the Sacristy or to the Parish Office. They can also be booked 
by telephone or email. Please indicate your preferred church, if any. Please also specify the reason for the 
intention, i.e. recently deceased, anniversary etc. For a particular day, please request early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-mail to olasb@rcaol.org.uk or hand in to the Parish Office by Thursday morning. 

Repository: Closed at present. 
Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. Number 232709. 

Mass intentions  

Day             Church                  Time             Intention  

Saturday St Bernadette’s  5.00 pm Private Intention 

Saturday St Marie’s  6.00 pm Frank Gavaghan (LD) 

Sunday St Bernadette’s 9.30 am People of the Parish 

Sunday St Marie’s 11.00 am Derek Brindle (Anniv) 

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am Mary Cheetham (LD) 

Tuesday St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Monica Ford (B’Day Rememb) 

Thursday St Bernadette’s 
 
St Marie’s  

9.15 am 
 
10.30 am 

Mary Evans (Thanksgiving for kindness & 
prayers during prolonged cancer treatment 
Requiem Mass for Winifred Shaw 

Friday St Marie’s 9.15 am 
11.00 am 

Jean Gallagher (Anniv) 
Requiem Mass: William Geoffrey Moore 

Saturday St Bernadette’s 5.00 pm People of The Parish 

Saturday St Marie’s 6.00 pm Mary Siney (LD) 

Sunday St Bernadette’s 9.30 am John James Halliwell (LD) 

Sunday St Marie’s 11.00 am Tony Bithell (B’Day Rememb) 
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QR code  

To help during the 

pandemic when 

parish Mass books 

are not able to be 

used, scan the QR code on your 

smartphone which will take you 

straight to a website where the texts 

of the readings can be found.  

 
Thank you for your offerings 
£614.50.  Thanks to all those 
Parishioners who are managing to 
make their offerings even when not 
able to attend Church. Payments 
can be made direct to St Marie & St 
Bernadette (001) HSBC account. 
Sort Code 40-29-12. Account 
number 61545922. 

At this time We say Goodbye to 
Frances Latham, Winifred Shaw 
and William (Geoff) Moore. Til we 
meet again…  
 
Further Special Collections will be 
on the Following Dates: 
World Communications 16 May 21 
Day for Life 20 June 21 
Peter’s Pence 29 June 21 
Provision for Priests in Retirement 
18 July 21 
Catholic Education Service 12 
September 21 
Home Missions 19 September 21 
APF World Missions 24 October 21 
Animate Youth 21 November 21 
 
Also CAFOD Harvest Fast Day is 
on 4 October 21 
 
Covid Health & Safety measures.                                
Whilst there are still having to be 
precautions taken for the safety of 
parishioners, advice has been 
sought and taken from the Health & 
Safety officer at the Archdiocese. 
Stewards and volunteers have 
worked very hard to make some 
changes to  the layout of the church 
at St Marie’s. Also it is hoped that 
new signage will make procedures 
clearer and safer, particularly at 
weekend Masses. Please co-
operate with the stewards, who give 
their time to keep our churches open 
safely. Saturday evening Mass at 
6.00 pm is not as busy as the 
Sunday morning at 11.00 am. Some 
of you may think about changing the 
time   you attend for a short time until 
hopefully restrictions are eased. 
 
Stewards needed for Sunday 
Masses at St Bernadette 
If you are able to spare some time, 
in which to help, then that would be 
greatly appreciated as without being 

able to comply with the current 
restrictions then unfortunately 
Masses may be affected. 
 
Mary’s Meals: We are going to be 

contacting all churches across the 

Archdiocese over the coming weeks 

and asking them to consider praying 

for the work of Mary's Meals during 

the month of May. We would be 

extremely grateful for your support 

in this outreach as we try to spread 

the story of Mary's Meals as far as 

possible and the way people can get 

involved in the charity, especially 

through their prayers, for the work 

we do. We have recently announced 

that our feeding figure has 

increased now to reaching over 1.8 

million children, feeding them in 

their place of education for just 

£15.90 a year. Thank you for taking 

the time to read this and for any 

support you can give to help feed 

the next hungry child. 

 

Offertory envelopes for the next 
tax year are available for 
parishioners to collect. Nos. 1 to 80 
are at St Bernadette's; nos. 82 to 
117 are at St Marie’s. Please 
contact the parish office if you do not 
have envelopes and would like a 
set. 
  
From your Pastoral Associate 
The recent good weather is certainly 
something to lift spirits, especially as 
things begin to slowly reopen. 
Something that lifted my spirits this 
week was reconnecting with the 
lovely people in our online ‘Echoes’ 
group. Building on our journey 
through scripture in January, Helen 
Jones and I are facilitating 7 
sessions of an online Zoom 
programme called 'Echoes of 
Isaiah'. Our next session is Monday 
10 May, 7-8pm. It will run until June 
21st (not Bank Holidays) and will be 
using the crowd funded series, The 
Chosen to see how Isaiah 43 works 
with New Testament texts. As 
always, there will be the 
opportunity to share our reflections 
and connect with one another.  If 
you haven’t been to any of our 
sessions before, everyone is so 
welcoming and supportive – so 
please JOIN US!  
More about The Chosen is available 
at https://watch.angelstudios.com/t
hechosen   
Online Rosary  

Every week during May, an online 

Rosary will be available to pray 

along with at home. Led by Knights 

of St Columba and other 

parishioners, each week will pray a 

different mystery and will be 

available to view via the SJR 

Pastoral Area YouTube channel 

from Mondays at 7pm.   

J Wallace 

 
At the back of church... 

•           The new Catholic 
Pictorial are available as you 
leave Mass. Access the online 
edition at https://bit.ly/30qfl3r 

• ‘Living Faith’ booklets for 
adults, and children, April to 
June. 

• Divine Mercy Message for all 
Mankind booklets. 

• New Rota for Readers and 
those opening up church at St 
Marie’s. 

 
The Archdiocese of Liverpool is 
inviting young people in Year 8 (and 
above) to the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Confirmation is a 
sacrament through which we 
receive the Holy Spirit to make us 
stronger in our Christian faith so that 
we can be true witnesses to Jesus 
Christ in the world. It also completes 
our full initiation into membership of 
Christ’s Holy Church.  
The preparation for the sacrament 
will begin by means of a series of 
video introductions to the sacrament 
from Animate, the Archdiocesan 
Youth Ministry Team. If your child 
has not seen these in school please 
direct them to 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Ani
mateYouth and find the four ‘Called 
…’ videos).  Year 8 pupils will also 
study the subject of Confirmation in 
their RE classes at school. 
Please discuss Confirmation with 
your child and if they would like to 
receive the sacrament this year it is 
essential they register online, at:  
 
Confirmation Registration 
(liverpoolcalled.co.uk) 
  
Registration must take place before 
the 28thJune 2021. If you have any 
questions, please contact Fr Simon 
Gore at 
s.gore@animateyouth.co.uk or on 
01744 740467 or speak to your 
parish priest.  
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Standing Order 

Mandate 

Name of parish Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

Name and address of your own bank To The Manager 

 Address ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

 Please pay to 

  Bank Name HSBC plc 

  Address 99-101 Lord Street 
   LIVERPOOL 
   L2 6PG 

  Sort code 40-29-12 

Parish bank account number for the credit of 

  Account name Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie’s and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

  Account Number 61545 922 

 the sum of 

  (in words) ____________________________________ 

  (in figures) £ __________________________________ 

  commencing ____________________________________ 

Delete as applicable  and thereafter monthly/annually. 

 until you receive further notice from me/us in writing 

Please insert the tile and number of your 
own bank account and debit my account accordingly. 

  Account name ____________________________________ 

  Account number ____________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

 Signature ____________________________________
 Date ____________________________________ 
I V E R P O O L A R C H D I O C E S A N O F F I C E Croxteth Drive | Liverpool | L17 1AA | www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk 

 

http://www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/

