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                                     NEITHER HERE NOR THERE
Today, the seventh Sunday of Easter, is one of the strangest of the Church’s entire year. There’s an air of 

anticipation and unfulfilment about it. Jesus has already ascended to heaven and yet we’re still here waiting 
for the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. We’re in the in-between time. It gives us chance to pause and 
breathe a little, to take stock of the thrust of what Jesus said and did during his life and teaching on earth 
before he went back to the Father. 

And when we listen to Jesus’ last message today, a prayer to God for his disciples, we find something of a paradox. Jesus wants 
us to be in the world but not part of it. 
Does this mean that we should become like monks in a monastery, shut off from the world and having nothing to do with it? Should 
we keep our distance from those who are God’s children but who are not Christians?  
Should we shun science and technology, culture, sport, music and enjoyment? Should we stack our bookshelves with nothing 
except bibles and prayer books? Should we pepper our conversations with scripture quotes and hope thereby to convert people? 
The word “world” has a special meaning when Jesus uses it. It doesn’t mean the earth or the mass of people who inhabit it. It 
means all those values which do not reflect God’s vision for his creation. And so we live in the world but do not have “worldly” 
values. The world thinks it’s stupid to put yourself last rather than first, to put yourself out for those in need, to die to yourself in 
order that you can really live. Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who are meek. It makes no sense says the 
“world”. For the world puts a premium on comfort and affluence. 
So today Jesus reminds us that if we are true to his word, if we allow ourselves to be consecrated in the truth, then our thought-
patterns will be different from those who do not know him or believe in his message. And his final prayer is not that we should be 
removed from the world but that we should be protected from the tempter who will try and entice us to worship fame, success, 
wealth or what the world might call “progress”. 
Are we sufficiently tuned in to God’s word that we can be in the world but not of it?

 

Clergy: Fr Joseph Simionato sdp, St Marie’s Presbytery, Almond Brook Road, Standish, Wigan WN6 0TB. Tel: 01257 

423291  

Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: Open Monday to Friday from 9.00 am to 12 noon or email the parish office, 
olasb@rcaol.org.uk .  Please put this in your email address book.  The jointparishes@gmail.com 
email address stil l exists and is forwarded to the new email address.  
Pastoral Associate: Joanne Wallace e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 
Baptisms: Check with Father Joseph whether possible. 
Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint Marie’s: 10.40 – 10.50 am on Sunday mornings or by 
request. 
Funerals and Marriages: By arrangement. 
Visits to sick and housebound: Please enquire about the current situation. 
Hospital Visits: If you wish to see a priest please let the hospital staff know.  
Mass Requests: Place in an envelope and hand in to the Sacristy or to the Parish Office. They can also be booked by 
telephone or email. Please indicate your preferred church, if any. Please also specify the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. For a particular day, please request early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-mail to olasb@rcaol.org.uk or hand in to the Parish Office by Thursday morning. 

Repository: Closed at present. 
Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. Number 232709. 

Mass intentions  

Day             Church                  Time             Intention  

Saturday St Bernadette’s  5.00 pm Jane Gavin 

Saturday St Marie’s  6.00 pm Linda Belshaw 

Sunday St Bernadette’s 9.30 am People of the Parish 

Sunday St Marie’s 11.00 am John Howes (LD) 

Monday St Marie’s 9.15 am Mary Evans (Thanksgiving for kindness & 
prayers during prolonged cancer treatment) 

Tuesday St Bernadette’s 9.15 am Sheila Foster (LD) 

Thursday St Bernadette’s 9.15 am For a Successful Operation (T.E.) 

Friday St Marie’s 9.15 am Mark Lysycia (LD) 

Saturday St Bernadette’s 5.00 pm People of the Parish 

Saturday St Marie’s 6.00 pm Barbara O’Neill (LD) 

Sunday St Bernadette’s 9.30 am William Geoffrey Moore (LD) 

Sunday St Marie’s 11.00 am Vivienne Dickinson (Nee Hunter) (LD) 
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QR code  

To help during the 

pandemic when 

parish Mass books 

are not able to be 

used, scan the QR code on your 

smartphone which will take you 

straight to a website where the texts 

of the readings can be found.  

 

This weekend  there is a Special 
Collection for World Communications  
Day. 

 
 

Thank you for your offerings 
£1967.40. Thanks to all those 
Parishioners who are managing to 
make their offerings even when not 
able to attend Church. Payments 
can be made direct to St Marie & St 
Bernadette (001) HSBC account. 
Sort Code 40-29-12. Account 
number 61545922. 
 
Thanks you also for donations to 
Lenten Alms - £108.00; Holy Places 
- £183.00 and Priest’s Training Fund 
- £215.90. 
 
 

Covid Health & Safety measures.                                

Following advice from Liverpool 
Diocese Health and Safety 
Officer, in St Marie’s church, the 
rows of pews are re-arranged and 
stickers placed to show seating 
positions, offering the maximum 
capacity possible for  parishioners 
to continue to attend Mass safely 
and ensuring our church stays 
open. It is important that you 
follow the instructions of the 
stewards to enable this to work 
successfully, particularly with the 
centre block of pews. Even if you 
arrive as a family of 2, or a bubble 
of 2 you will be asked to take your 
place indicated by the green 
stickers, ensuring the use of all 
the rows. The situation is not 
ideal but please be thoughtful to 
your fellow parishioners. And 
please be patient. It may not be 
too long now before collective 
worship returns to normal. Thank 
you for your understanding and 
your continuing co-operation. 
 
Covid and Singing in Church 
Unfortunately, until further notice, 
along with our other current 
restrictions, we regret to advise 
that there cannot be any 
congregational singing in the 
church, with the exception of the 

choir. Please help us to stay safe 
as we look forward to a time when 
we can all praise god in song once 
again. Thank you once again for 
your understanding and your 
continuing co-operation. 
 

Something to pray about 
We can join Pope Francis in his 
prayer intention for May: 

The world of finance 
Let us pray that those in charge of 
finance will work with governments 
to regulate the financial sphere and 
protect citizens from its dangers. 
The Holy See’s news site  
https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html  

 

RECRUITMENT FOR BOY & 
GIRL CHORISTERS 2021  The 
music department at the 
Metropolitan Cathedral asks: Do 
you know a child who would like to 
be a chorister at the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Christ the King here in 
Liverpool? The search is now on for 
our next generation of Boy and 
Girl choristers. We are recruiting 
- BOYS currently in year 2 & 3 - 
GIRLS currently in year 5. 
All choristers are educated at 
Runnymede St Edward's Catholic 
Primary School (Boys, year 3-6) 
and St Edward's College (Boys & 
Girls, year 7-10.) If you know of a 
Catholic family who might be 
interested in this wonderful 
opportunity, please share this 
information with them. Full details 
of choristerships at the Metropolitan 
Cathedral, alongside application 
forms and voice trial booking slots 
can be found 
at: https://www.liverpoolmetrocathe
dral.org.uk/music/joining-the-
choirs/?fbclid=IwAR3OSMT-
8nrX5X1NIMpJ9vcqlxOJWyVpleQz
CLYtgT3BzFry7AGxMz0w7Xs If 
you are active on social media, 
please share these 
links: facebook / twitter  
 

Offertory envelopes for the next 
tax year are available for 
parishioners to collect. Nos. 1 to 80 
are at St Bernadette's; nos. 82 to 
117 are at St Marie’s. Please 
contact the parish office if you do not 
have envelopes and would like a 
set. 
 
 
 
 

Knights of St Columba  
 

The Knights recite the Rosary on a 

Thursday evening at 7.30 pm. To 

receive an email invitation to join, 

please contact Steve Lester, 

steve.lester@zen.co.uk. See also 

details in Joanne Wallace’s Pastoral 

Associate article about Rosary in 

each week of May.  

  
From your Pastoral Associate 
 Much like the weather lately, this 
last week of work has been a 
mixture of a few different things and 
consequently, I’d like to remind you 
of a few dates and websites…   

If your child is in Year 8 and due to 
be Confirmed, they need to be 
registered either by themselves or 
a parent via 
www.liverpoolcalled.co.uk/ by 28th 
June 2021. They will then be 
contacted around September time 
for preparation sessions.  
The Synod Recommendations are 
available to view at 
www.synod2020recommendations.
org.uk. Synod members will be 
voting on these recommendations 
in June, so any feedback will be 
welcomed. 'Echoes of Isaiah' 
continues via Zoom on Monday 17 
May, 7- 8pm and our weekly online 
Rosary continues to be available on 
YouTube. The Joyful and Luminous 
Mysteries are already uploaded 
and this coming week, we will pray 
the Sorrowful Mysteries. Have a 
great week and let’s hope the 
weather improves! 
Online Rosary  
Every week during May, an online 
Rosary will be available to pray 
along with at home. Led by Knights 
of St Columba and other 
parishioners, each week will pray a 
different mystery and will be 
available to view via the SJR 
Pastoral Area YouTube channel 
from Mondays at 7pm.  

JWallace 

At the back of church... 

• May Catholic Pictorials are 
available as you leave Mass. 
Access the online edition at 
https://bit.ly/30qfl3r 

• ‘Living Faith’ booklets for adults, 
and children, April to June. 

• Divine Mercy Message for all 
Mankind booklets. 

• New Rota for Readers and 
those opening up church at St 
Marie’s. 
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Standing Order 

Mandate 

Name of parish Our Lady of the Annunciation & St Bernadette 001 

Name and address of your own bank To The Manager 

 Address ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

  ____________________________________ 

 Please pay to 

  Bank Name HSBC plc 

  Address 99-101 Lord Street 
   LIVERPOOL 
   L2 6PG 

  Sort code 40-29-12 

Parish bank account number for the credit of 

  Account name Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trust St Marie’s and St Bernadette (001) 
Parish Account 

  Account Number 61545 922 

 the sum of 

  (in words) ____________________________________ 

  (in figures) £ __________________________________ 

  commencing ____________________________________ 

Delete as applicable  and thereafter monthly/annually. 

 until you receive further notice from me/us in writing 

Please insert the tile and number of your 
own bank account and debit my account accordingly. 

  Account name ____________________________________ 

  Account number ____________________________________ 

 Signature ____________________________________ Date ____________________________________ 

LI V E R P O O L A R C H D I O C E S A N O F F I C E Croxteth Drive | Liverpool | L17 1AA | www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk 
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