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Open Monday to Friday 
from 9.00 am to 12 noon 

Pastoral Associate: 

Joanne Wallace 
e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 

Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 

Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: 

Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint 
Marie’s: Thursday 6.30 - 6.50 pm. 
or by request. 

Church opening: Please 

remember that Saint Marie’s 
Church is open for private prayer 
during weekdays between 9.00 
am and 12 noon. 

Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to 

see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-

mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 

Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 

St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
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SEEING THE LIGHT 
God tells Samuel 

something very significant 

in today’s first reading. 

Samuel thinks he’s found 

the man to be king but God 

puts him right and says, “No, I have 

rejected him. For God does not see as 

man sees; man looks at appearances but 

the Lord looks at the heart.” 

Time and time again we find that God’s 

choice is the last one we would ever 

make. That’s because God goes beyond 

the obvious and views things in an 

entirely different light. It just shows how 

utterly different God is. Our narrowness 

of vision is constantly found wanting in 

the light of God’s judgements. 

Lent is a time for broadening our vision, 

for trying to see things as God sees them. 

Those who will be baptised as Christians 

at the Easter Vigil are at present going 

through a Lenten “purification and 

enlightenment” period. They are being 

shown that faith in Christ alters our 

vision. We become “enlightened”. We see 

the same things that everyone else sees 

but we view them differently because we 

have seen the light. And 

the light is Christ. 

How does Christ light 

up my life? Do I feel any 

different from my friends 

who are not believers in Jesus? Do I use 

my eyes of faith to see the presence of 

God in the events that unfurl before me in 

my life, in my family and work, and in 

my world? 

Sometimes we can take our Christian 

faith for granted. We can let it grow jaded 

and our sensitivity can be dulled. The 

people who stood around the blind man 

saw all the same things as he did. But his 

encounter with Jesus made him more 

appreciative of what was around him. He 

saw them in the light of Christ and he 

couldn’t believe his eyes. 

This Lent is a reminder that we see life 

with eyes of faith. We can rejoice in our 

vision of a world in which God is always 

present and active. But if we find that our 

faith is predictable and unsurprising, if we 

find that it’s become humdrum, then 

perhaps it’s time we took a Christian eye 

test!

Mass Intentions this week  

Fourth Sunday of 

Lent 

What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened 
your eyes? (John 9:17) 

Day  Church Time Intention  

Saturday     

Sunday     

Monday     

Tuesday     

Thursday     

Fr iday     

Fifth Sunday of 

Lent 

Lazarus came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and 
a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him; let him go 

free.” (John 11:44) 

Saturday     

Sunday     
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Public Acts of Worship 
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

has agreed that all public acts of 

worship in churches will cease as of 

the evening of Friday, 20 March. This 

includes all public Masses. This 

decision will be reviewed regularly. 

This decision has not been taken 

lightly, but it is one which is believed 

to be in the best interests of all the 

faithful, in light of government 

guidance. The obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass and Holy Days is 

removed for as long as this crisis 

continues. 

All Baptisms, First Reconciliation 

and First Holy Communion, 

Confirmation and Matrimony, 

sick/housebound Communions are 

deferred until such a time that the 

public health advice is that 

congregations can gather safely. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Confession may be offered on 

request as long as hygiene and social 

distancing requirements are observed. 

Anointing of the Sick 

No pastoral visits will be made to 

people who are self-isolating until the 

isolation period ends.  

Funerals 

The funeral service may take place 

at the graveside or at a crematorium, 

subject to the conditions laid down by 

the cemetery or crematorium 

authorities. Arrangements may be 

made for a Mass to be celebrated in 

memoriam when congregations are 

allowed to gather. 

Thank you for your offerings 
£1,179.71 

Development Fund  
March results: £100 –269, P Catlow: 

£50 –127, P Galvin: £50 – 250, R 

Ashcroft: £50 – 434, S Pruden. Please 

collect cheques from the sacristy. 

New members welcome. 

St Marie’s Sanctuary Lamp 
Kathleen McConville (Mothers’ 

Day Remembrance). 

At this time, we say farewell 
to: 

Kathleen Clare 

Until we meet again.... 

At the back of church... 

 ‘Living Faith’ booklets for adults, 

and children, April – June. 

Laetare Sunday 
Today is Laetare Sunday, the 

popular name for the Fourth Sunday 

in Lent. Laetare means "Rejoice" in 

Latin, and the entrance antiphon 

begins "Laetare, Jerusalem" 

("Rejoice, O Jerusalem"). Laetare 

Sunday has traditionally been viewed 

as a day of celebration, on which the 

austerity of Lent is briefly lessened, 

the purple vestments are set aside and 

rose ones are used instead. Laetare 

Sunday provides us with 

encouragement as we progress toward 

the end of the penitential season. 

Magnificat 
During this difficult time, many of 

the faithful will be unable to attend 

Mass. To help them sanctify their day 

and to keep walking in the liturgical 

rhythm, an online version of the 

booklet ‘Magnificat’ is temporarily 

available free of charge. Visit 

www.magnificat.com/free. It is hoped 

that everyone will take this 

opportunity to pray with Magnificat in 

union with the Church each Sunday 

and weekday. Please pray for a 

speedy and safe end to this time of 

difficulty in our world. 

Mass intentions 
Father John will celebrate Masses 

this coming week for:- 

Bill McCracken (Birthday Rem); 

Trooper Christopher Lowton 

(Birthday Rem); Ivana Hedley (LD); 

L.I.S.C.F.; Jane Gavin; Alessandro 

Ferro and the People of the Parish. 

The funeral of Kathleen Clare will 

take place at Charnock Richard 

Crematorium on Monday at 10.30 am.  

Prepaid funerals 
Please remember that some prepaid 

funerals do not allow for a service in 

church. If you have a prepaid funeral 

or are interested in one and you would 

like a funeral service or a Requiem 

Mass, please check the terms and 

conditions. 

Grand National Draw 
   The Knights of St Columba Grand 

National draw will not go ahead in the 

current format. The draw will take 

place later in the year. Forty tickets 

will be drawn and the winners will be 

notified by Head Office as normal. 

Retain tickets until the list of winners 

has been announced.  

Planned Giving 
Much of society is moving towards 

cashless arrangements. This certainly 

saves on parish administration and 

volunteers’ time. Should you wish to 

set up a direct payment/standing 

order, the name of the parish account 

is ‘St Marie & St Bernadette’, account 

no. 61545922, sort code, 40-29-12. 

Please inform the parish office if you 

do this. For parishioners wishing to 

gift aid their offerings, which enables 

the parish to claim 25% from HMRC, 

gift aid declaration forms can be 

obtained from the parish office.  

Offertory Envelopes 
Offertory envelopes for 2020/21 

are now available for collection at 

both St Marie’s and St Bernadette’s to 

be used from the next tax year. Some 

parishioners have a different box 

number. There is a list of the 

reallocated numbers in each Church 

porch. Once the new tax year starts, 

please do not use any of the envelopes 

from 2019/20. If you and would like a 

set of envelopes, please contact the 

parish office. Thank you. 

Marriage Matters 
Stop and see, be aware 

God was aware of David’s adultery 

with Bethsheba, Uriah’s wife, and 

how he arranged Uriah’s murder to 

cover his sin. Amid political and 

business ‘cover ups’ in today’s world, 

it’s important to ‘stop and see’ ‒ the 

beauty of nature, the beauty and 

goodness of your spouse. Don’t be too 

busy to recall the joys you have 

brought to each other.    

Easter Raffle 
Due to the unfolding events of 

Covid-19, the Easter raffle is 

cancelled. All Easter egg donations 

will be returned. Thank you for your 

support. 

Heavens Road Radio  
Watch live Masses in your home via 

a video-link at Heaven's Road 

Catholic Online Radio. Heaven’s 

Road Catholic Radio broadcasts over 

250 live Holy Masses each week from 

20 churches in England and Ireland. If 

you are at home or on-the-move you 

can watch on your computer, tablet or 

smart phone.  Visit our website 
www.heavensroadfm.com  
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