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Parish Office at Saint Marie’s: 
Open Monday to Friday 

from 9.00 am to 12 noon 

Pastoral Associate: 
Joanne Wallace 

e-mail: j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk 

Baptisms: By prior arrangement. 
Information available at weekend 
Masses. All baptisms take place 
during Mass. St Bernadette’s first 
Sunday, St Marie’s third Sunday 
of the month. 

Confessions: Saint Bernadette’s: 
Sunday 9.10 to 9.20 am. Saint 
Marie’s: Thursday 6.30 - 6.50 pm. 
or by request. 

Church opening: Please 
remember that Saint Marie’s 
Church is open for private prayer 
during weekdays between 9.00 
am and 12 noon. 

Funerals and Marriages: By 
arrangement. 

Visits to sick and housebound: 
Please inform Fr John if you know 
of sick or housebound parishioners 
who would like Holy Communion. 

Hospital Visits: If you wish to 
see a priest please let the hospital 
staff know. 

Mass Requests: Place in an 
envelope and hand in to the 
Sacristy or to the Parish Office. 
Please indicate your preferred 
church, if any. Please also specify 
the reason for the intention, i.e. 
recently deceased, anniversary etc. 
For a particular day, please request 
early. 

Newsletter Notices: Please e-
mail to jointparishes@gmail.com or 
hand in to the Parish Office by 
Thursday morning. 

Repository: Open at the back of 
church after each weekend Mass. 

St Marie’s Hall: All bookings for 
hall usage should be made in 
advance with the Parish Office 
during the parish office hours. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan 
Trustees Incorporated. A registered charity. 
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TWO DEGREES BELOW 
Tommy Leach was always a 

good footballer at school, and he 

rose through the ranks to play for a 

team in the lower divisions, also 

working part time as a plumber. On 

several occasions scouts came to see 

him play but he was never approached 

by any of the big teams and he 

remained with “The Losers” as he 

resentfully called them. Despite his 

obvious skills he was unhappy with 

his lot. 

Sarah, Tommy’s wife, ran a local 

nail-bar. She was good at it and it 

earned more than enough to see to the 

family bills besides giving her 

something to do as well as the 

opportunity to meet and talk to her 

customers, including many of her 

friends. She’d always wanted to have 

her own hairdressing salon but the one 

she briefly opened turned out not to be 

a going concern as there was another 

well-established shop not far away 

and there just wasn’t enough business 

to go round. So she put up with the 

nail-bar. 

Jason Leach, their son, had joined 

the army and done several tours 

abroad as part of a United Nations 

peace-keeping force. At first he liked 

the job but he began to miss his 

friends back home. He was popular 

among the other 

members of his unit 

and played in an 

army rock group that 

entertained the other 

troops. He’d recently bought himself 

out of the army and was now back 

home. Eventually, he told himself, 

he’d get round to looking for a job. 

Tommy, Sarah and Jason are not 

bad people. Each of them is talented 

and capable of getting the most out of 

life. Like Lazarus, however, they too 

wear shrouds and grave-clothes even 

though they’re not dead. They go 

through the motions of life, but a life 

that’s just below the surface. They 

exist but do they really live? Is there 

something missing? And there are lots 

of “survivors” just like them: people 

who live life two degrees below; 

people who have so much going for 

them but fail to see what’s in front of 

their eyes; people who have to be 

shaken hard before they appreciate 

that life can be good. 

The raising of Lazarus reminds us 

not only that we’re going to live 

forever, but also that the quality of our 

life here and now can be deepened by 

our faith in Jesus. First of all, 

however, we have to make sure we 

haven’t dressed in a shroud! 

 

Fifth Sunday of 

Lent 

Lazarus came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff 
and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him; let 

him go free.” (John 11:44) 

Father John will celebrate Masses this coming week for: 

Jack Keane (Birthday Remembrance); Malcolm Morris (Anniversary); L.I.S.C.F. (Canon Tom 

Dakin); Francis Stonehouse (FM); Catherine Halliwell (LD); Peter Gane (Anniversary) and 

the People of the Parish.  

www.heavensroadfm.com   Watch live Masses in your home via a video-link at 

Heaven's Road Catholic Online Radio broadcasting over 250 liveHoly Masses each 

week from 20 churches in England and Ireland. If you are at home or on-the-move 

you can watch on your computer, tablet or smart phone.  

Visit also https//tinyurl.com/vyltmyl and https://tinyurl.com/tz4dwo6  

To keep in touch with what is happening in our parish:  

Download our parish app at www.myparishapp.com 

Visit www.stmariesstandish.co.uk  or  www.stbernadettesshevington.org.uk 

www.twitter.com/stmstb 

mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
http://www.myparishapp.com/
mailto:j.wallace@rcaolp.co.uk
mailto:jointparishes@gmail.com
https://heavensroadfm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d38121f6f94c20187a6dda8f3&id=aa0bd4d8e2&e=ff49e478a7
https://heavensroadfm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d38121f6f94c20187a6dda8f3&id=6145594783&e=ff49e478a7
http://www.myparishapp.com/
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Closure of Churches 
Following the Prime Minister’s 

message to the country on Monday 

evening, the Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference has agreed that all 

Catholic churches will remain 

closed until further notice.  

All Baptisms, First 

Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion, Confirmation and 

Matrimony, sick/housebound 

Communions are deferred until 

such a time that the public health 

advice is that congregations can 

gather safely. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Confessions will not be heard until 

the period of social distancing ends. 

Anointing of the Sick 

No pastoral visits will be made to 

people who are self-isolating until 

the period of social distancing ends.  

Funerals 

A funeral service may take place 

at the graveside or at a crematorium, 

subject to the conditions laid down 

by the cemetery or crematorium 

authorities. Arrangements may be 

made for a Mass to be celebrated in 

memoriam when congregations are 

allowed to gather. 

Magnificat 
To help us sanctify our day and to 

keep walking in the liturgical 

rhythm during this difficult time, an 

online version of the booklet 

‘Magnificat’ is temporarily available 

free of charge. Visit 

www.magnificat.com/free. 

It is hoped that everyone will take 

this opportunity to pray with 

Magnificat in union with the Church 

each Sunday and weekday. Please 

pray for a speedy and safe end to 

this time of difficulty in our world. 

Marriage Matters 
The Lord will lead us back together  

Ezekiel’s words apply to us when 

we are going through tough times in 

our relationship, when intimacy, 

physical or otherwise, seems 

impossible. At such times, Jesus 

weeps for us as He did for Lazarus. 

He will bring us back together if we 

ask Him and are willing to be 

vulnerable enough to explore together 

the changes we need to make.  

A word from our Pastoral 
Associate…                     

 How are we all doing? Working 

from home with 3 children has 

certainly thrown up its challenges! I 

find it quite interesting that for nearly 

a year Synod 2020 has asked us to 

think of new ways to be church, then 

the times overtake us and urgently 

demand that we start thinking 

quickly! Although we cannot be 

together as a community right now, 

we can still be together in spirit and in 

prayer. Fr John is still celebrating 

Mass for us and sharing this via 

YouTube and the parish Facebook 

and Twitter pages. The Archdiocese 

has updated its website and has 

information about live streamed 

Masses from other parishes and there 

are resources being produced weekly 

to aid our reflection on the Sunday 

readings, which I will also share via 

social media. Although I am not in 

parish, be assured that you are all still 

in my thoughts and prayers. Stay safe.  

Catholic Pictorial 
Visit https://bit.ly/2Uz4oIx to 

access the online April edition of 

the Catholic Pictorial. 

Easter Raffle 
The Easter raffle is cancelled. All 

Easter egg donations will be returned.  

Grand National Draw 
The KSC draw will not go ahead 

in the current format. The draw will 

take place later in the year.  

Prayer 
God Our Father, each person is 

precious to You. You are the Giver 

of life. Have mercy on us and 

protect us at this time, as the 

coronavirus threatens health and 

life.  

You are an ever-present Helper in 

time of trouble. Watch over those 

who are suffering, give strength to 

those who are aiding the sick and 

give courage to all in this time of 

anxiety. 

We ask this of you in the name of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 Amen 

Useful Links 
www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/mass-

live-stream.html 

Planned Giving 
Parishioners are asked to note the 

arrangements for the counting and 

recording of offerings once 'lock 

down' ends and we return to some 

form of normality, which is going to 

be a few weeks from now. Because 

the period straddles two tax years: 

1. Parishioners are asked to 

discard all envelopes relating to the 

tax year 2019/20, i.e. upto and 

including Sunday, 5 April 2020 and 

use only those for 2020/21 when 

Masses resume. Many envelopes for 

2020/21 remain uncollected. They 

will only be available for collection 

when the ban on Church opening is 

lifted. 

2. Parishioners are asked to use 

only one or as few envelopes as 

possible for any backdated 

offerings. This will assist counters 

and staff recording the offerings. 

3. Should envelopes for the 

2019/20 tax year be handed in, 

counters are asked to separate those 

from 2020/21 tax year envelopes 

and record them separately. 

4. Should any envelopes be 

delivered to the presbytery during 

the 'lock down' period, envelopes for 

the two years should be kept 

separate. It is important to separate 

envelopes for the two tax years to 

assist with the recording of the 

offerings, as some parishioners will 

have different box numbers in 

2020/21 than they had in 2019/20. 

5. Much of society is moving 

towards cashless arrangements. If 

parishioners can set up a Standing 

Order for offerings, that would not 

only help with the counting and 

administration of the collections, but 

would also ensure that the parish 

continues to receive an income 

during this unprecedented period. 

HSBC bank details for the parish 

account are as follows: name of 

parish account is 'St Marie & St 

Bernadette's, account no.61545922, 

sort code, 40-29-12. Please inform 

the parish office by email, if you do 

this. 

In the meantime, stay safe and stay 

well, everyone. 

http://www.magnificat.com/free
https://bit.ly/2Uz4oIx

